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Parliamentary General Election 2015
Final Communiqué Election Day
17 August 2015
CMEV deployed a total of approximately 4000 monitors in the field, in polling stations and in
mobile teams in the 2015 General Election. In addition, CMEV deployed 75 mobile teams, 21
international observers and 90 observers in counting centers.
On the day of polling, 316 incidents with 109 Major Incidents and 207 Minor Incidents were
recorded. Of the 109 Major Incidents CMEV documented 37 incidents against the UNP & 28
against the UPFA. One incident related to the assault of a former Provincial Council Minister
by a UNP candidate in Nawalapitiya. Six incidents of threat and intimidation were also
reported during polls. CMEV notes that on the day of elections, several other incidents were
reported including electioneering and violations of election laws. Despite this, CMEV notes
the General Election to be relatively free and fair.
CMEV estimates voter turnout to be between 70- 75%, a decrease from the high turnout of
81.52% in the Presidential Elections. Particular areas which witnessed a lower voter turnout
at the General Election as opposed to the Presidential Election in January 2015 include
Batticaloa, Digamadulla, Kandy, Kalutara, Gampaha, Galle, Monaragala and Kurunagala
CMEV commends the Commissioner for Elections, Mahinda Deshapriya and the Inspector
General of Police, N.K Illangakoon and their officers, for both providing and sustaining an
enabling environment for a free and fair election. In particular, CMEV’s monitoring of the
pre-election period and Election Day highlights speedy action taken by the Police in
implementing election laws. Such measures reinforced public confidence in the respective
officials upholding the rule of law and in their taking the steps necessary to protect the
integrity of the poll.
The lead up to the General Election created an environment to recognize and provide for
the voting rights of persons with disabilities, with specific reference here to the Election
Commissioner’s Circular No. De/LI/PR/03 issued in May 2015, directing officials to take
specific steps to ensure that persons with disabilities are supported in the exercise of their
franchise. CMEV has taken many steps to support this initiative and noted some
improvements at the General Election in this regard, but urges the relevant officials to take
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all necessary steps to provide for the full realization of the right to franchise among persons
with disabilities.
Finally, CMEV reiterates its call for independent institutions including independent
commissions for elections, police and public services, underscoring the need for
constitutional and legal reform to ensure the integrity of the electoral process. In this
regard, CMEV calls for the full implementation of the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution and the appointment of the Constitutional Council without further delay.
CMEV was formed in 1997 by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media
Movement (FMM) and the Coalition Against Political Violence as an independent and nonpartisan organisation to monitor the incidence of election related violence. Currently, CMEV
is made up of CPA, FMM and INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre.
All CMEV reports and communiqués can be accessed online at www.cmev.org
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