2020 Sri Lankan
Parliamentary General Election
ELECTION OBSERVATION REPORT

1

2020 Sri Lankan
Parliamentary General Election
ELECTION OBSERVATION REPORT

2

The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) is an election observation organization that
contributes to both the election monitoring process and the electoral reform process of this country.
CMEV was formed in 1997 jointly by the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media
Movement (FMM), and the INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre. One of CMEV’s starting
core objectives was to maintain an updated database of election violations. This objective has now
been expanded to include the observation of estimated election campaign costs of political parties,
independent groups and candidates contesting elections.
CMEV Management :
Co-Conveners : Dr. P. Saravanamuttu,
Udaya Kalupathirana (Mr.), Executive Director, INFORM
Seetha Ranjani, Co-Convener, Free Media Movement (FMM)
Manjula Gajanayake - National Coordinator, Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV)
Contact Details :
Centre for Monitoring Election Violence, Colombo, Sri Lanka
Phone: +94 11 2826388/+94 11 2826384
Fax: +94 11 2826146
Email: cmev@cpalanka.org
Website: www.cmev.org
Facebook: facebook.com/electionviolence
Twitter: twitter.com/cmev
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cmevsl/
2020 Sri Lankan Parliamentary General Election: Election Observation Report
Copyright © CMEV, 2020
All rights reserved.
Written by:
Manjula Gajanayake, National Coordinator, CMEV
Designed by:
Dilki Madhushika, Project Assistant, CMEV
Tabulation of Election Data:
Hirantha Isuranga
Special Thanks:
Thusitha Siriwardana and Pasan Jayasinghe
Photographs by:
Nirmani Gunarathne
Cover Page by:
Fathimath Ameena, Interns, CMEV
About the Cover Page : ''A female voter arrived at Sirimavo Bandaranaike Balika Vidyalaya, Stanmore
Crescent- Hall No. 01, Polling Station No. 11 located in Polling Division “D” Colombo East in the
Colombo District to cast her vote reading the notices displayed by the Election Commission.''
3

Contents
Contents .................................................................................................................................... 4
Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 7
Executive Summary ................................................................................................................ 10
Dissolution of Parliament and the longest campaign period ......................................................................... 10
Holding National level Election amid a globally affected Pandemic Situation ........................................ 10
Voters who have lost the right to vote and the voter list revision process ............................................... 10
Rejected voter turnout and established electoral system in the country .................................................. 11
Calling for nominations and contesting a record number of candidates .................................................. 11
The biggest Logistic Operation and election costs ............................................................................................. 12
Election Results .................................................................................................................................................................. 12

CMEV’s Election Observation Process .................................................................................. 14
Deployment of long-term and short-term observers ........................................................................................ 14
Election Complaint Mechanism .................................................................................................................................. 14
Conducting the Election in Restricted Context amid COVID-19.................................................................... 15
Pandemic.............................................................................................................................................................................. 16
Election Commission's position and public opinion ........................................................................................... 17
The Constitutional responsibility of the President to hold free and fair elections ................................. 18
Announcement of the Date of Parliamentary Elections .................................................................................... 18
Campaigning during a pandemic situation ............................................................................................................ 19
Providing relief to the affected people .................................................................................................................... 19
Complaints related to the politicization of the relief process ......................................................................... 20
Failure to create a 'Level Playing Field' during the election campaign ....................................................... 21
Defeat to COVID-19 and Victory for Democracy ................................................................................................. 22
Guidelines for holding elections amid the COVID-19 Pandemic................................................................... 22
Election campaign challenged by quarantine laws ............................................................................................. 22
Delay in legalization of election guidelines ............................................................................................................ 23
Best Practices ...................................................................................................................................................................... 24
Conducting Mock Polls .................................................................................................................................................. 24
Election Day ........................................................................................................................................................................ 24
Quarantine-centric and self-quarantined voters .................................................................................................. 26
Election observation in the context of COVID-19................................................................................................ 27
Below are some of the key interventions made by CMEV ............................................................................... 27

Recommendations .................................................................................................................. 29
Establishment of a Permanent Election Complaints Management Unit ..................................................... 29
Passing of an Act of Parliament relating to the functioning of the Election Commission .................. 29
4

Introduce systematic regulation for registered political parties .................................................................... 30
Expansion of voting opportunities............................................................................................................................. 31
Review and enact the proposals of the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the Election
Commission ........................................................................................................................................................................ 31
Appoint a Parliamentary Select Committee on electoral reform................................................................... 32
Conduct a proper review and amendment of the powers vested in the Election Commission to
deliver its mandate ........................................................................................................................................................... 33
Design a comprehensive, long-term action plan to increase the participation of women and youth
at all political levels .......................................................................................................................................................... 33

Estimated Election Campaign Cost Monitoring Initiative of CMEV .................................. 34
List of Abbreviations .............................................................................................................. 37
Pre-Election Observation [02/03/2020 – 04/08/2020] ....................................................... 39
Geographic Spread of Pre-Election Offences by Type ....................................................................................... 39
Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Offences by Area and Party ................................................................ 40
Alleged Pre-Election Offences by Party and Incident Type ............................................................................. 41
Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences .......................................... 42
Total Pre-Election Incidents Breakdown .................................................................................................................. 44
Major Pre-Election Incidents ........................................................................................................................................ 45
Minor Pre-Election Incidents ........................................................................................................................................ 46
Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Incidents ..................................................................................................... 47
Pre-Election Incident Complaints by Party ............................................................................................................. 50
Profiles of Pre-Election Incidents by Party .............................................................................................................. 51

Hate Speech and Divisive Language During the Election .................................................. 53
Notable incidents of hate speech and divisive language ................................................... 53
Trends in hate speech and divisive language ...................................................................... 54
CMEV/CPA Public Awareness Campaign on Hate Speech During Elections .................... 56
CMEV Voter Education Materials ............................................................................................................................... 58

Election Day Observation [05/08/2020] ............................................................................... 63
Geographic Spread of Election Day Offences by Type ...................................................................................... 63
Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Offences by Area .................................................................................... 64
Alleged Election Day Offences by Party .................................................................................................................. 65
Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences .......................................... 66
Total Election Day Incidents Breakdown ................................................................................................................. 67
Major Election Day Incidents Breakdown ............................................................................................................... 68
Minor Election Day Incidents Breakdown ............................................................................................................... 69
Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Incidents .................................................................................................... 70
Election Day Incident Complaints by CMEV ........................................................................................................... 71
5

Election Day Media Communiqués ........................................................................................................................... 72
Summary of Election Day Incidents by Electoral Division ................................................................................ 83

Post-Election Observation [05/08/2020 – 15/08/2020] ................................................... 126
Attachment No. 01 ............................................................................................................... 129
Election Results ..................................................................................................................... 129
All Island Result ...............................................................................................................................................................129

Attachment No. 02 ............................................................................................................... 130
Nominations for Election ..................................................................................................... 130
Attachment No. 03 ............................................................................................................... 131
A Comparison of Voter Turnout in the Five Most Recent Elections by District .....................................131

Attachment No. 04 ............................................................................................................... 132
Profile of Voter Turnout in the Five Most Recent Elections ...........................................................................132

Attachment No. 05 ............................................................................................................... 133
Percentage of Rejected Votes....................................................................................................................................133

Attachment No. 06 ............................................................................................................... 134
Media coverage on CMEV Election Observation Process ...............................................................................134

6

Introduction
The first Parliamentary Elections in Sri Lanka was held from 23rd August to 23rd September 1947 to
achieve a wider public representation in Parliament following the formal election procedures. Since the
very first parliamentary election was held in the country over the 19-days, 15 parliamentary elections
have been held in this country to date. Besides, there was a referendum held in 1982, which is recorded
as the only referendum in the history of Sri Lankan elections.
Accordingly, the Parliamentary Elections held on the 5th of August 2020 was the sixteenth such election
held in this country. Breaking away from the tradition of holding elections on Saturdays over the
weekends in the recent past in Sri Lanka, the parliamentary election this time held on a weekday,
Wednesday was one of the model election conducted in a challenging context. It is with great pleasure
that we note that Sri Lanka, the first democratic country in Asia to hold a national election amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, which is emerging as a threat to the entire world, has successfully overcome that
challenge.
Several unique issues were reflected during this Parliamentary election, which is covered and elaborated
in the first chapter of this report. Election management or election observation is no longer a peculiar
field in Sri Lanka. With the conclusion of this Parliamentary election held this time, 74 elections have
been held in Sri Lanka since 1931, when the country gained universal suffrage. The Sri Lankan, who is
practicing a successful electoral process at both the national and provincial/local levels, is thus enjoying
his sovereignty because of the unwavering faith that the leaders of the established political parties and
their leading supporters in Sri Lanka continue to maintain in democracy. Therefore, the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) is grateful to the leaders of all political parties for their democratic
practice exercised for the success of this Parliamentary election.
Today, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence and the PAFFREL are the two leading election
monitoring organizations operating in collaboration with the Election Commission and with its official
permission. The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence initiated its election observation mission since
its inception in 1997 and is currently conducting extensive observation of estimated election campaign
cost of political parties, candidates and their supporters at each election. We would also like to express
our gratitude to the Co-Conveners for their blessings and support in all these activities carried out by
the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence. The three Co-Conveners were Dr. Paikiasothy
Saravanamuttu, Executive Director of the Center for Policy Alternatives, Udaya Kalupathirana, Executive
Director of INFORM and Seetha Ranjani, Convener of the Free Media Movement.
The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence greatly appreciates the commendable support extended by
the Elections Commission of Sri Lanka throughout the election campaign as well as at other times. Its
Chairman Mahinda Deshapriya, as well as its members President's Counsel Nalin Abeysekera and Prof.
Ratnajeevan, were leading the functions of the Commission.
It should also be noted that the Commissioner-General of the Elections Commission, Mr. Saman
Ratnayake, as well as all the other Additional Commissioners of Elections, have been very supportive of
us in all our official duties and have performed their duties diligently to ensure a free and fair election.
Additional Commissioner of Elections, Special Projects Division, which includes the election monitoring
process, Mr. Achchuthan as well as Mr. Nimal Punchihewa, Senior Attorney-at-Law, Director, Legal
Division, Election Commission; J.A.S.P. Mr. Jayasinghe, Assistant Commissioner of Elections
(Administration) and Mr. Suranga Ranasinghe, Assistant Commissioner of Elections of the Program Unit
established for resolving election disputes, also extended their fullest support to the CMEV as and when
relevant. Additionally, all Deputy and Assistant Commissioners of Elections holding office in the District
Elections Offices, including Deputy Commissioner of Elections Mr. Namal Thalangama, are commended
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for the space allotted and support extended, even during their busy times, to the District and Electoral
Division level observers (Long Term Observers-LTOs) who represented our organization.

We would also like to remind you that the Sri Lanka Police is one of the most supportive parties that we
can never forget. The acting Inspector-General of Police (Acting IGP) Mr. C. D. Wickramaratne has been
a regular contributor to the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence since he was the Senior DIG in
charge of Administration and Elections in the Sri Lanka Police. Mr. Priyantha Weerasuriya, the Senior DIG
in charge of Elections, SSP Mr. Asoka Dharmasena, the Director of the Elections Division and its OIC Mr.
Sarath de Silva also extended their support and cooperation as and when necessary to our organization
in ensuring a successful election observation mission.
The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence is also a member of the Asian Network for Free Elections
(ANFREL), which has a large network of organizations. The support and cooperation extended by Mrs.
Chandani Watawala, the Chief Operating Officer of ANFREL, was instrumental in fostering the objectives
of the CMEV’s election observation mission. The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence has been
working with other active election observation organizations to intervene whenever possible and needed
to raise our voice in advocating for electoral reforms and we would like to thank all the other monitoring
organizations, including the Executive Director of PAFFREL Mr. Rohana Hettiarachchi, for their
tremendous support in each of these activities.
Furthermore, it is our responsibility to remember the media institutions and the journalists who have the
primary responsibility of communicating our key messages to a broader audience in any election-related
work. We sincerely appreciate the encouraging efforts of those journalists and other officials of media
outlets to socialize the key advocacy messages and also sensitize voters of this country in the
dissemination of various information needed to build voters’ knowledge and understanding of elections.
Even in the face of all the facilities and blessings required for a successful election observation process,
the decisive factor in the success of such a massive logistic campaign is the continued commitment of
staff with a conscious understanding of it. The Centre for Election monitoring Violence would like to
8

thank Senior Researcher-Attorney-at-Law, Thusitha Siriwardana, and the Operations Manager, Hirantha
Isuranga as well as Pasan Jayasinghe for their assistance in writing and editing this report. At the same
time, we would like to thank Chathuranga Sandaruwan for his tireless commitment, not limited to his
term of office, and all other key staff members of CMEV for their support.
Last but not least, a note like this cannot be concluded without reminding a group of field observers
who have joined hands with us throughout the entire election observation process. The Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence would like to thank all the observers at the district / Electorate levels who
in their true professional election observer work have joined us in their impressive and effective
confrontation without being reluctant to face the fear of the spread of the COVID-19 virus and several
other having the least respect for democracy. Furthermore, we wish to make an appreciation note for
the observers involved with the mobile observation and Election Day observation at respective polling
stations and also in counting centers as well as all the persons with disabilities who joined us as mobile
election observers contributed a commendable value addition and strength to make the election
observation process of CMEV a success.
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Executive Summary
Dissolution of Parliament and the longest campaign period
This Parliamentary election held in August 2020 marked the longest campaign period in the history of
any national election held in Sri Lanka. It was 154 days and the relevant election campaign period was
effective from March 2, 2020. It was effective until August 3, 2020. This is the ninth Parliamentary election
held after the introduction of a new constitution in the country. The previous eighth parliamentary
election was held on August 17, 2015.
The first session of the newly constituted Parliament in 2015 was held on September 1, 2015. That
Parliament was dissolved on March 2, 2020 by the Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2165/8 issued
by President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa in accordance with his powers. In addition to the dissolution of
Parliament, it also announced a new election date for the election of new Members of Parliament.
At the time of the dissolution of the Parliament, the Eighth Parliament had not completed its five-year
term and by that time the periods paid were 04 years, 06 months and one day. Thus, there has long been
some social discourse in this country about the power vested in the Executive President to end the term
of Parliament before the due date. In view of this controversial background, Article 70 (1) of Article 17
of the Constitution empowers the incumbent President to dissolve Parliament under the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution. Accordingly, Parliament can be dissolved after 4 years and 6 months.

Holding National level Election amid a globally affected Pandemic Situation
Despite the President's effort to dissolve Parliament, there was still a strong social debate as to whether
there was a conducive environment for elections in this country. The reason for this was that the spread
of the COVID-19 virus had already affected people in Sri Lanka. Until then, it was a real challenge to hold
a national election, such as a parliamentary election, in a context where globally there was not enough
understanding of the specific treatment system as well as the background of the COVID-19 virus and its
fatal health consequences. Therefore, an analysis of how the election was conducted in a controlled
COVID-19 pandemic situation is presented in more detail elsewhere in this report.

Voters who have lost the right to vote and the voter list revision process
The updated voter list for 2019 was used for the parliamentary election of 2020. The Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) in its final report on every election in the country has essentially
pointed out that the voter registration process, which is updated annually, needs to be drastically
changed.
Until such a speedy reform takes place, the loss of a significant number of eligible voters who have
reached the appropriate age and have all the qualifications required to cast their vote as a voter cannot
be prevented. At the time of announcing the dates for the parliamentary election in 2020, the final
approval for the voter list 2020 updated in the year had not been received. Although the Election
Commission was making some efforts to complete it expeditiously, the process could not be completed
as envisaged in the face of the adverse impact of the unpredictable COVID-19 pandemic. The voter list
of the previous year was also used in the last presidential election held in this country in 2019. There
were also 271,789 people who had reached the appropriate age and were eligible to vote but did not
have the opportunity to cast their ballots.
The total number of voters registered for this election was 16,263,874. The total number of voters was
16,263,885 with 11 persons added under the supplementary register. Accordingly, the number of voters
who cast their ballots in the parliamentary elections was 12,343,392. Its percentage of 75.89% and is
certainly a source of pride for representative democracy and Sri Lankans. The main factor contributing
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to this positive background was the unwavering turnout of voters at polling stations and the fearless
and diligent conduct of election officials amid the COVID-19 pandemic which had frightened almost
every citizen in the country with a great deal of uncertainty of safety.

Rejected voter turnout and established electoral system in the country
There is another notable matter of the subject of which one cannot be happy correspondingly to the
above-mentioned progressive situation. That is, simply the percentage of rejected votes recorded in the
parliamentary election 2020. It was 6.03 percent. Considering the previous parliamentary elections, it is
clear that out of the 16 parliamentary elections held since 1947, the 2010 parliamentary elections
recorded the highest percentage of rejected votes. It was 6.92% and the percentage of rejected votes in
the 1989 parliamentary elections was 6.13 percent. Thus, the number of rejected votes this time in 2020
is not the highest in the history of parliamentary elections. However, it should be emphasized that further
increase in the number of rejected votes in a national level election is a trend that should be closely
watched by political parties and the Election Commission and take such matter into due consideration.
From 1947 to 1977, the value of rejection was very low in parliamentary elections based on single
constituencies based on the First-past-the-Post (FPTP) electoral system. The highest turnout was in 1947,
the first parliamentary election. There was also a rejection of 2.61 percent of the vote. However, in the
post-1977 parliamentary elections, this percentage gradually increased. One could argue that the
proximate cause of this was the holding of elections with the opportunity to express preferences
introduced under the proportional representation system during that period. Nonetheless, at the same
time, it is worth considering whether there is adequate voter education in the country. Please refer to
attachment number 05 for more information.

Calling for nominations and contesting a record number of candidates
District Returning Officers began calling for nominations for the parliamentary election on March 12,
2020, ending at noon on March 19, 2020. Accordingly, the number of candidates who signed
nominations representing political parties and independent groups who had deposited their deposits
within the stipulated time as per the Parliamentary Elections Act was 7,452. The number of nomination
papers submitted by various political parties was 339 out of which 304 were approved for contesting
due to the rejection of 35 nomination papers. Out of 358 nomination papers submitted by Independent
Groups, only 313 were approved and allowed to be contested. The total number of candidates
representing political parties was 3,652 while the number of approved independent candidates was
3,800. This is an increase of 1,301 candidates compared to the last parliamentary election held in 2015
in the country.
There are several aspects to be considered with regard to this massive number of candidates received
nominations for contesting the parliamentary election 2020. On the one hand, the existing criticism that
as to whether all such candidates are real candidates was very serious in the society and on the other
hand, it is necessary to critically examine the benefits to the field of the elections of this country by
contesting such a large number of independent candidates. Although there has been some room for
independent candidates to win in elections held in the past in this country, there is skepticism as to
whether there is any such a possibility in elections held in recent times. The fact that 3,800 independent
candidates were contesting and only one of them is winning the election, however, is turning out to be
an extremely rare opportunity to get a significant number of preferential votes is a key issue that needs
to be formally discussed in another forum. (See attachment number 02 for more information).
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The biggest Logistic Operation and election costs
The number of polling stations used for this parliamentary election 2020 was 12,985. The number of
polling stations established in the last parliamentary election held in 2015 for 160 constituencies was
12,317. They were categorized according to the number of votes cast at the polling station and the
minimum number of votes considered when setting up a polling station was 400. The highest number
of votes considered was 2401. As in other elections, more than 75% of polling stations were set up in
school buildings around the country. One of the distinct features of this election, which was held on the
basis of these polling stations, was that it went beyond the usual tradition and added an extra hour to
the period allowed for casting votes. It also happened during the last presidential election held in 2019.
Depending on the assumption that it took too long time to mark the extended ballot paper because of
the high number of candidates. However, the focus of such a decision this time was on the extra time it
would take to ensure that the Election Day proceedings happen in compliance with the health guidelines
provided amid the COVID-19 situation.
The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) continues to conduct extensive monitoring of the
expenditure incurred by political parties, candidates and their supporters during the election campaign
period, and related observations and related estimated campaign costs disclosures can be found
elsewhere in this report. However, in addition to the cost of the election, it is clear that it is the largest
logistic operation in the country, considering the short-term costs and the human and physical facilities
used. The number of officers who were on duty in connection with the election this year was close to
2,500 and the participation of about 14,022 Grama Niladharis who worked at polling stations islandwide was also significant. In addition, the Sri Lanka Police deployed more than 65,000 police officers to
the maximum extent possible to ensure a free and fair election.

Election Results
During the entire election campaign period, the Executive President as well as the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) addressed the voters and demanded that they be given a 3/2 majority in Parliament,
which many political commentators said was a difficult milestone to overcome. Accordingly, the election
for the eighth parliament in 1977 marked the first time that the ruling party had won a landslide victory
in a parliamentary election since 1947. The total number of seats contested in the said election was 168.
The United National Party (UNP), led by J.R. Jayewardene, won about 140 seats with 50.92% of the votes.
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) received 29.72% of the total votes, with the Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) becoming the main opposition political party with 18 seats. It was the first time that a
political party with a majority of non-Sinhala speaking party leaders and members in the South came to
power after independence. It was the first time that a political party with a majority of non-Sinhala
speaking party leaders and members in the South came to be the main opposition after independence.
Further, the 1989 Parliamentary election were the first Parliamentary election held after the introduction
of proportional representation system in the country. The United National Party received 50.71% of the
total votes and won 125 seats out of those 225 seats. The SLFP polled 31.90% of the vote and won 67
seats. To understand the uniqueness of proportional representation, it is sufficient to look at the
percentage of votes obtained by each political party in 1977 and 1989 and the number of seats they
won in parallel. At first glance, the United National Party's turnout in 1977 and 1989 may not have been
so different, but the parliamentary representation in two consecutive electoral wins was completely
different. This shows that in the current system of elections, a 3/2 majority victory is extremely difficult
but can only be achieved through a well-managed election campaign.
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Accordingly, the number of seats won by the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna by contesting in this
Parliamentary election was 128 and thus the number of seats secured in Parliament was confirmed with
17 seats obtained from the National List. The turnout was 59.09%. Simultaneously, the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB), the main political party in the opposition in Parliament, recorded 23.09% of the votes.
Samagi Jana Balawegaya won 54 seats by both contesting and using the opportunity available in the
National List. Therefore, that party alliance became the main opposition political party in the country.
There are several unique features that any researcher who analyzes the election results reported in this
way cannot avoid. This is mainly because the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, which came to power in the
country, and the Samagi Jana Balawega, which became the main opposition party, became extremely
popular among the party members in a very short period and the traditional political parties, which had
previously gained a popularity of large number of people in the country, suffered an unexpected setback.
The year on which the United National Party registered its party in this country was September 06, 1946
and the founding year of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party was September 2, 1951. Although the SLFP
contested with the Sri Lanka Podujana Pramuna as an alliance and won 14 seats, at the same time many
prominent members, including the party secretary, complained that they had not been able to get the
number of nominations they wanted. Accordingly, they received 24 nominations while contesting for
the entire island and although the UNP contested as a single separate party, they suffered the worst
ever defeat in their party history. This is the first time that the ruling or opposition United National Party
(UNP) has received such a rejection from its members since it came to power with 42 seats or 39.81% of
the vote in the country's first parliamentary election to which UPN contested.

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu,
Co-Convenor, CMEV
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CMEV’s Election Observation Process
As usual, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) joined the election monitoring as one of
the leading active election observation organizations in the country with the accreditation of the Election
Commission while the only other such election observation organization was the People’s Action for
Free and Fair Elections (PAFFREL). Further, five other election observation organizations were involved
in election observation in various fields. The CMEV commenced it election observation process with the
effect from midnight on March 2, 2020, the day on which the Parliament was dissolved and date for the
election was declared.
Compared to election campaign periods in other previous elections, the campaign period in this
parliamentary election was a naturally tiring and unprecedented process of observation which brought
a diverse range of experiences too. On the one hand, there was a long campaign period that continued
without a definite idea of an election date, and on the other hand, ensuring an election observation
process that aligned with the health guidelines issued by the authorities was also one of the core
elements of this election.

Deployment of long-term and short-term observers
Nearly 2,000 observers were deployed by the CMEV this year too for the election observation of the
parliamentary election under an oath of non-partisan or non-affiliation to any political party or group.
CMEV deployed 25 long-term observers (LTOs) attached at the district level, 60 long-term observers
appointed at the Electorates level, as well as 100 mobile observers who visited remote areas on and
around Election Day and attached to selected polling stations on the Election Day. Additionally, 1500
Static Observers were also included in the election observer group who were deployed at selected
Polling Stations for the purpose of observing the Election Day proceedings. There were several additional
observers involved in the overall election observation process representing the CMEV and thus 100
observers were deployed in selected counting centers. CMEV created ample opportunities for each
observer thus recruited to receive systematic training on election observation and matters related to
electoral reforms while they were facilitated with space for sharing their experiences. It is important to
mention that CMEV took all possible measures to ensure an election observation process with highest
quality and with greater compliance with the prevailed health guidelines issued amid COVID-19
pandemic situation.

Election Complaint Mechanism
One of the foremost functions of the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence since its inception has
been to deal with election related complaints as well as to deal with relevant competent legal entities
and election dispute resolution procedures. The Center for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) had set
up a formal mechanism in this regard as usual and number of confirmed complaints were 1,355 during
the pre-election period, which began on March 2, 2020 and ended at midnight on August 2, 2020.
Despite the large number of complaints received, the Violence Monitoring Center (CMEV) did not take
any further action or disclose to the media the relevant complaints without confirmation from affiliated
observers, alleged parties or other trusted stakeholders and sources. The number of incidents reported
on election day was 346 Of these, 315 were election law violations and the rest 31 The number of
complaints were categorized as major incidents.
The number of reported cases during the silent period (Cooling-off period) that began at midnight on
August 2 was 64 (this is a practice that many countries have traditionally included in the electoral
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processes to allow voters to make their own informed decisions freely and no law introduced by statutory
or electoral law is in force in this regard).
Additionally, an observation period of two weeks from the 6th to the 20th of August, 2020 was allocated
by the CMEV and thus the number of complaints reported and confirmed during the post-election
period was 12 One of the primary functions of the CMEV was to maintain proper coordination with the
Electoral Dispute Resolution Unit established under the Election Commission of Sri Lanka.
The Election Commission had set up a temporary but formal structure called the National Election
Complaints Management Center in the office premises of the Election Secretariat located to deal with
election complaints. Furthermore, District Elections Management Centers headed by Assistant/Deputy
Commissioners of Elections and District Returning Officers were established at the district level. The
CMEV directed the confirmed election-related complaints at each of these complaints centers and the
number of complaints lodged by the CMEV with the National Election Complaints Management Center
alone was 96.
Accordingly, one of the key observations that emerge from the reporting of election complaints and the
process of resolving election disputes is that election violence is gradually moving away from the
electoral process in this country, and at the same time the misuse of state property, as well as improper
election campaigns based on traditional and new media, are being instilled in election campaigns and
the political culture of this country.

Conducting the Election in Restricted Context amid COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic, which is considered to be a deadly viral disease that spreads rapidly, adding a
new but terrifying experience not only to the electoral field in this country but to the whole world, posed
a serious threat to human lives and property as well as to the general world order. The first case of
COVID-19 was reported in Sri Lanka on January 27, 2020. She was a 44 - year - old Chinese female
person. The first Sri Lankan COVID-19 to be found locally was a 52-year-old male person on March 11,
2020. Nominations for the scheduled parliamentary election were to be called the day after finding the
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first infected person, which caused a great deal of controversy as to whether the proposed election
should be held as such. The other factor that intensified the conversation was the imposition of the socalled quarantine or police curfew for the first time in the country. The travel restrictions, which apply to
the entire island after imposing at around 6.00 pm on Friday, March 20, 2020, were lifted 52 days later
on the 11th of May.
It is also worth noting that there was a gradual serious disagreement in society about the above dates
and the chain of events that developed in parallel. One of the issues raised was the ambiguity of the
decision of imposition of no travel restrictions on the first encounter with finding the first person with
COVID-19 viral infection and the imposing of the curfew for the entire country as soon as the nomination
process was completed. Another event that took place in the meantime was the declaration of March
16 as a public holiday. According to Press Release No. 44/2020, the Ministry of Public Administration
and Home Affairs declared that the said day was a public and bank holiday as well as a trade holiday.
(Due to this emergency leave, the deadlines for candidates' deposits were also flexibly revised. That is,
March 19, the last day for accepting nominations, is also the opportunity to hand over the bail money.
Accordingly, on that day, bail deposits were also accepted from 8.30 am to 12.00 noon.
The election monitoring organizations as well as other civil society organizations and many other
political parties contesting the scheduled parliamentary election held regular discussions on the
possibility of holding a national level election in the country in the light of the above developments and
the severity of the impact of COVID-19 pandemic situation. In particular, special attention was paid to
the in-depth review of the possibility of holding the scheduled Parliamentary Elections on April 25 as
proposed with the dissolution of Parliament by the Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2165/08 of
the President. Accordingly, on March 17th, a statement was issued by the CMEV
(https://cmev.org/2020/03/17/cmev-calls-for-postponement-of-general-election-2020/) and the main
objective was requesting the Election Commission to take immediate action to postpone the election
immediately considering the prevailed background amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Further, the Center
for Monitoring Electoral Violence (CMEV) and PAFFREL also issued a joint statement together with all
election monitoring organizations in the country. (https://cmev.org/2020/04/13/parliamentary-election2020-joint-announcement-of-election-monitoring-organizations/).
On March 20, 2020, the Election Commission issued Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2167/13. The
list of candidates who were expected to contest under Article 99 (a) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka was
published through the said Extraordinary Gazette Notification. Although arranging a conducive
environment for an election was established, the Elections Commission postponed the parliamentary
elections, using the power vested in it responding and paying due attention to requests from a diverse
range of stakeholders. Political parties had some mixed views on the decision. Although the majority of
political parties expressed their inclination towards it, some members of the Cabinet as well as several
activists of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna and its allies continued to voice their dissent to the Election
Commission through the media.

Pandemic
Meanwhile, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) carried out a number of different types
of social interventions, focusing on both traditional and new media, to support the Election
Commission's optimistic view that elections can be held in a context of control amid the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. One of the highlights in that regard was the briefing of election stakeholders on
the basics to be considered if election was to be held in the context of COVID-19. There was also a brief
overview of the national and regional elections that had not been held in the world until then. As of April
2020, there were about 67 such elections that had not been held internationally. It also appeared that
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only three countries; South Korea, Japan and Singapore were intent on holding their elections despite
they too had faced the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The other key point reiterated in CMEV’s review report was on the essentials to be considered in an
election to be conducted in a controlled context amid the COVID-19 pandemic and the corresponding
health guidelines issued in that respect. Accordingly; the said report highlighted factors including;
Reconsidering Polling Centers, Revised health and safety measures at polling stations, Extra health and
safety resources required – extra resources such as gloves, masks, hand sanitizers, Revised election
campaigning rules, Stronger regulation of online space, Revised vote-counting procedures, Contingency
plans for Election Officials on duty, Contingency plans for Police on duty, Revised election observation
and emphasized the importance of adherence to all agreed guidelines in case the election was to be
scheduled soon.

Election Commission's position and public opinion
It is noteworthy to note that despite the change in the timing of the proposed parliamentary elections
initially scheduled to be held on April 25 and the commencement of the new session was scheduled on
May 14, the Elections Commission has been keeping a close eye on the possibility of holding a more
secured election without deviating from the accepted procedures. However, in the face of an
unprecedented pandemic in the history of Sri Lankan elections, the Election Commission was the
statutory body responsible for the health care of just over 16 million voters. At such a sensitive and
critical juncture, the Election Commission should have received massive social support. However, the
Election Commission decided to postpone the holding of the parliamentary election and on March 24,
the first 100 cases of the COVID-19 virus were reported in the country, confirming that the Election
Commission's decision was more correct. At the same time, the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) not
only worked to build a social opinion that the election should be held somehow but also put undue
pressure on the Election Commission. What made it even more remarkable was that the speakers at
election rallies at every major and village level often tried to publicize baseless statements against the
Election Commission. After paying attention to the relevant propaganda rallies, the field level election
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observers of the CMEV confirmed in their daily reports that such criticism of the Election Commission
had become an integral part of the campaign rallies of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna. The other
point of concern was that the leaflets given to the speakers to be followed at public rallies of the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna found in various parts of the island by CMEV election observers contained an
instruction that the Election Commission should be criticized.

The Constitutional responsibility of the President to hold free and fair elections
The social and political environment that was developing at the time was inevitably controversial and
uncertain in a situation where the COVID-19 pandemic was dragging the parliamentary elections back
day by day. The Election Commission also became the most targeted body in the debate, and the
criticism leveled at them was harsh and hostile.
However, since the Election Commission was the statutory body responsible for maintaining the entire
process of election management, they always seemed to seek solutions through a negotiated approach.
The Election Commission, meanwhile, wrote two letters to the President on March 31 and April 1,
respectively, requesting that the Supreme Court be consulted on the holding of elections in accordance
with the powers vested in the President under Article 129 of the Constitution. However, the Secretary to
the President replied that he had no intention of interfering in the conduct of the election as it was the
sole responsibility of the Election Commission. The President was of the view that such an inquiry would
not arise because of that position. At that time, the death of the first COVD-19 infected person in the
country on March 28 had also been reported and many political parties were already adamant that there
would not be a suitable time to hold an election soon.
Some of the moderate commentators as well as a member of the Election Commission, Prof. Ratnajeevan
H. Hoole also argued that it was his responsibility to seek the opinion of the Supreme Court as it was an
inalienable constitutional responsibility of the President to advise the Election Commission on creating
a conducive environment for free and fair elections under Article 33 (1) of the Constitution (Article
33(1)(d) of the Constitution: (1) (d) It shall be the duty of the President to on the advice of the Election
Commission, ensure the creation of proper conditions for the conduct of free and fair elections and
referenda).

Announcement of the Date of Parliamentary Elections
Despite the continuing controversy, the Election Commission continued to hold discussions with political
parties, health authorities and, as necessary, election monitoring organizations, and announced through
an Extraordinary Gazette No. 2172/3 stating that the last election to elect Members of Parliament to be
held on 20th June 2020. That decision had been made with the consent of all three members of the
Election Commission. Although the nominations had already been obtained, the Elections Commission
had taken care not to issue the relevant preferential numbers until then.
The number of COVID-19 infected patients in the country had risen to 500 by April 26, 2020. Meanwhile,
steps were taken by about eight petitioners to file a Fundamental Rights Petition in the Supreme Court
against the dissolution of Parliament by the President and the arrangements for holding of elections
during a pandemic. One of the respondents in this petition was the Election Commission. In such a case,
it is a common practice for the Attorney General to represent the Election Commission, but he did not
represent the Commission based on unexplained reasons.
The Supreme Court dismissed the fundamental rights petition Case No. SC / FR / 89/2020, without
granting leave to proceed. The reasons behind this court decision were not elaborated in the said
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judgment. Despite the crisis in announcing the Election Day, the date of submission of applications by
postal voters was also changed from time to time.
The Elections Commission issued the Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2179/17 dated June 10,
2020 ending the said indefinite period and the proposed date for holding the elections as was August
05, 2020.

Campaigning during a pandemic situation
Although the Parliamentary Elections Act has introduced some legal provisions on the postponement of
elections in the event of a catastrophic period and many related issues, there is no comprehensive legal
document in this country that deals with the conduct of an election in the face of a pandemic affected
worldwide. In such a case, the Election Commission has the opportunity to make a positive intervention
by creatively using its powers. Therefore, it is undisputed that the Election Commission of Sri Lanka
intervened in the management of a very challenging period. It is also worth noting that the measures
taken by the Election Commission were optimal, from postponing the election until the pandemic
situation was brought under control.

Providing relief to the affected people
The government's campaign to provide relief to the affected people and the resulting unrest in the
election campaign became a phenomenon that pushed the parliamentary election-related election
campaign to the brink of crisis. The relief process must be carried out as it is the responsibility of any
government to assist its citizens at any catastrophic moment. However, since an election is a statutory
function held once in a certain period, adherence to due procedures should not be ignored depending
on the external circumstances. Accordingly, the President established a Presidential Task Force to
Contain the Spread of the Coronavirus to deal with the COVID-19 crisis, and at the same time set up an
operations center headed by Army Commander Shavendra Silva to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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(“National Operation Centre for Prevention of Covid-19 Outbreak” headed by the Army Commander
General Shavendra Silva). Along with that, the entire relief mechanism was set up under the leadership
of Basil Rajapaksa.

Complaints related to the politicization of the relief process
The first complaint to the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) was received on April 08, 2020,
alleging that the relief process was politicized. The relevant circular was issued by the Presidential Task
Force to Direct Coordinate and Monitor the Delivery of Continuous Services for the Sustainability of
Overall Community Life under PTF 03/2020, dated March 31, 2020, and stated that “due to the pandemic
situation, an allowance of Rs. 5,000 to be paid to beneficiaries listed under the social benefits
programme”. Such a mechanism had to be implemented at the discretion of the District and Divisional
Secretaries.
However, a serious problem arose in connection with the selection of the proposed political
representative to be appointed to the proposed committees by this circular. It was proposed to set up
such committees in 4917 Local Government Divisions in the island and it was stated that such
committees could be set up in 14,022 Grama Niladhari Divisions as required and the formation of such
committees were as follows:
1. Representative Local Government Division
2. Grama Niladhari
3. Agricultural Research Officer
4. Samurdhi Development Officer
5. Family Health Services Officer
6. Economic Development Officer
Accordingly, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence sent a letter to Basil Rajapaksa regarding the
crisis created by the above-explained situation which included the following observations and below is
a summary of the issues raised.
01. The last local government election in the country was held under a mixed electoral system.
60% and 40% respectively under the divisional and proportional system. In such a background,
constituency representatives are often elected by a very small margin, and it is not uncommon for such
elections to take place with less than ten votes. Moreover, 40% of nominated representatives do not
have a specific division, subject to proportional representation. It is questionable how such agents are
positioned in such a system.
02. The other party that can be severely affected by this is the women members representing
the local government bodies. Of the 1919 members, only 537 are women who carry out their political
activities in a particular constituency. The reason for this is that the number of women who have
contested and won the relevant divisions is less. Accordingly, it cannot be easily ruled out that the entire
population of the other 1382 female delegates is in danger of becoming uncertain as well as politically
inactive.
03. Even the relevant chairmen of several local government bodies were elected after tossing of
the coin. In addition, about ten members were elected to various local government bodies in the island
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using the same manner. It is not appropriate to exclude people's representatives who have lost their
posts in such a purely technical matter from such an important mechanism.
The most appropriate procedure to be followed in such an environment would be to invite the candidate
who contested for a particular constituency and lost his seat by a narrow margin, or for representation
on this kind of committee. In addition, other groups, including women representatives who do not
specifically represent a division but are members of the local government body, can also be included in
the committees at their discretion and with the approval of the Divisional Secretary. However, not only
did nothing happen there, but the Election Commission was also accused of not taking steps to prevent
it. However, in a circular dated April 2, 2020, entitled PE 2020/02, they directed all officials, including the
Secretary to the President, to provide relief to the people affected by the disaster without politicization.
In addition, when the election was imminent but there were no travel restrictions, the above task force
decided to grant the allowance of Rs. 5,000/- again as the third step for June 2020, but the Election
Commission intervened and prevented it.
The letter was sent by the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence to the relevant parties regarding the
politicization of this Rs. 5,000 allowance can be accessed by visiting its official website.
https://cmev.org/2020/04/09/cmev-wrote-to-presidential-task-force-on-covid19/

Failure to create a 'Level Playing Field' during the election campaign
In addition to the Rs. 5,000 relief subsidy mentioned above, the distribution of subsidies by candidates
representing many major political parties and affiliates, as well as some other independent groups,
created a completely unequal level playing field for the election campaign. Palitha Kumara
Thewarapperuma who contested for the Kalutara District representing the United National Party as well
as A. A. Ranjan Leo Sylvester Ramanayake who contested representing the Samagi Jana Balawegaya
implemented a public-aid distribution program to provide large-scale relief. One could argue that what
they did in that atmosphere at that time was a very generous mission. In addition, a large number of
complaints were received alleging that the majority of the candidates representing the local government
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bodies had politicized the subsidy program, including the chairmen and other local government
representatives. The most positive step that the then ruling President as well as the Cabinet of Ministers
of the government could have taken was to direct the relevant government officials to deliver the relief
programme. Leaders of political parties in this country must realize that if any citizen feels that the relief
package they receive on the brink of a pandemic is based solely on political allegiance; any such election
campaign that avoids such sentiments is not only illegal but also unethical.

Defeat to COVID-19 and Victory for Democracy
It was observed at the time that the Election Commission was under two kinds of pressure to postpone
the elections in the face of a deadly viral disease spreading in the country. On the one hand, there were
the allegations made by those who wanted an early election about the delay in the election and the
sensitive statements made by those who did not expect an election, emphasizing the possible
consequences in the face of an early election. In the face of this paradoxical set of views, the Elections
Commission brought to the fore the theme 'Holding Elections Under a Controlled COVID-19 Condition',
especially a statement frequently used by the Chairman of the Election Commission, Mahinda Deshapriya
that “Defeat to COVID-19 and Victory to Democracy”. In addition, the Chairman did not forget to hold
presentation-style discussions on how to eliminate the COVID-19 virus and ensure an election that
complies with health guidelines and whenever possible at meetings informing his constituents as well
as journalists the same message creating a strong public opinion about the possibility of conducting the
election. At the same time, there has been a slowdown in the chances of holding an election in the event
of a catastrophic event at the outset, but the tendency of collectively working hard to ensure a healthier
election to be held in a very short period is commendable.

Guidelines for holding elections amid the COVID-19 Pandemic
Not only has no precedent been set in practice in the country on the procedure to be followed in the
event of an election to be held in a globally affected sever pandemic situation as COVID-19, but the only
option available to the Election Commission at a time when such a system was not consolidated was to
formulate a definite program through an all-party consultation. The only potential course of action was
to prepare a guideline on the conduct of the election. Accordingly, a committee of experienced officials
was appointed to prepare such a guideline, which was attended by officials from the Election
Commission as well as the Ministry of Health. Meanwhile, the views of other stakeholders were also
sought for the first draft prepared under the proper guidance of the Committee and the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) also took an active part in such meetings. One of the decisive
factors in making that work more practical was to seek the views of the district level Assistant as well as
the Deputy Commissioners of Elections for the relevant draft. The Election Commission approved the
final set of guidelines on June 1, 2020.

Election campaign challenged by quarantine laws
The election battle took a sharp turn with the allocation of preferential numbers to each candidate,
although it could be assumed at a glance that the candidates would not be so keen on campaigning in
a period of day-to-day fear and panic arose in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic situation and the
risks involved therein.
The other serious issue that arose was whether it was possible to hold an election in accordance with
the quarantine law and under health regulations. One of the hallmarks of almost every election in the
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country so far has been the launch of a massive and meticulous election campaign. Even in a context
where the new media culture has been becoming more and more established beyond the traditional
media, the majority of Sri Lankan candidates have relied heavily on private meetings and massive
campaign rallies. In the face of such a trend, the need to legislate the pre-drafted guidelines arose as
the rapidly spreading electoral impetus across the country overriding the quarantine rules.

Delay in legalization of election guidelines
On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the coronavirus as a worldwide pandemic.
By then, the first Sri Lankan to be infected with the COVID-19 virus had been identified and the next day
all government schools were temporarily closed. In such a context, the Quarantine and Disease
Prevention Ordinance No. 03 of 1897 was the only legal framework that could have been used to control
the virus. At the same time, as there was no scope for operationalizing the election campaign
mechanism, there was an urgent need to legislate the 'Code of Conduct for Elections in the Pandemic
of COVID-19' that has been issued by the Director-General of Health Services, Dr. Anil Jasinghe, with the
consensus of the Elections Commission. However, there was an incredible silence on the part of the
government. The approval that should have been obtained in this regard was obtained on July 17, 2020.
The draft was submitted to the Attorney General for approval by the Secretary to the Ministry of Health
and Indigenous Medicine two days earlier. That was on the 15th of July 2020. Another factor that
confirms the extraordinary silence of the previous government was the number of days it took to submit
the draft to the Attorney General for approval. It was at least 45 days and it was still a valid and
unresolved question as to what effect the Ministry of Health decided to remain silent for that period of
one and a half months. The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) continued to flee its protest
against this protracted period and held a press conference in support of it. The Election Commission
also issued a reminder letter to the Secretary to the Ministry of Health on June 27, 2020, requesting that
the regulation be legally enforced.

23

Best Practices
Despite the catastrophic nature of the situation, several parties who had called for the election to be
held with certainty had taken over the media space very strongly during the pre-election campaign
period. However, even those parties did not support the decision of the Election Commission to hold
the election. One of the examples of this was the astonishing decision taken by the responsible parties
of the government to remain silent without legalizing the election guidelines issued amid the COVID-19
pandemic situation, and the period of such silence was about one and a half months.
Accordingly, the Elections Commission should be commended as the first election management
institution in the country to hold a national election in a catastrophic context in a manner that preserves
procedural and public confidence and safety. The short-term operation was carried out by the Election
Commission in a number of ways, the foremost of which was the continued discussions between the
election partners and the concurrence of the political parties as far as possible with their decisions. An
important aspect of the practical intervention of the Chairman of the Commission was to hold Mock
Polls and to maintain the public confidence required for a risk-free election.

Conducting Mock Polls
As noted elsewhere in this report, the Election Commission has been optimistic throughout the election
period in holding the election in a safe manner. There, the Commission conducted Mock Polls in about
15 selected districts of the country, boosting the confidence of voters as well as officials and the staff
involved in the election. These model elections provided great help in calculating the time it would take
for an election to take place with appropriate health measures, reorganizing polling stations and
reducing congestion by setting up polling booths. Further, regular meetings of stakeholders and
discussions with the support of political parties were largely fruitful and the Election Commission
ensured that every step taken was in line with the instructions given by the Ministry of Health to prevent
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

Election Day
At a time when the global pandemic, in many parts of the world, was taking a more closed shape, with
the catastrophic aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic which was making detrimental effects on the lives
and livelihoods of people all over the world, the immediate option for that state was not to hold elections
but to take protective measures. Therefore, as previously noted in this report, the number of local and
international elections postponed by March 2020 was 67. South Korea, meanwhile, held its 21st National
Assembly Elections in the Republic of Korea on April 15, 2020. By February 24 of the same year, despite
South Korea had largely been exposed to the coronavirus; setting a suitable background for an election
to elect members to their legislature in the future was not just an exemplary process but was s a great
change in the field of election management. It should also be noted that by holding a national election
after South Korea, Sri Lanka has opened a great approach in the field of election management.
On Election Day, the CMEV observed that from the senior Presiding Officer to the polling station worker
whose task was to arrange the hall for the voting made every possible effort to ensure holding the
election safe as possible following all relevant health guidelines and that the counting of votes was also
carried out in the same manner as per the controlled COVID-19 guidelines.
Unlike in other elections held in this country, permissible persons to enter the counting centers were
subject to a certain limit in this election. For example, at other times, the opportunity to observe the
counting of preferential votes of any party was open to all parties, but this time only the counting
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representatives of the relevant political party were allowed to remain present at the counting of
preferential votes. As an election monitoring organization, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
also participated in observing the counting process. Representation of such election monitoring
organizations was also restricted as per the health guidelines. Taking into consideration the new
developments with COVID-19, the Election Commission also announced provisions to limit the number
of new agents that can be appointed to the counting halls by the Gazette Notification No. 2186/7.
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Quarantine-centric and self-quarantined voters
As mentioned above, one of the most challenging actions taken by the Election Commission was to give
voters who remained in self-restraint and quarantine centers the opportunity to cast their ballots. The
Election Commission appointed a committee consisting of representatives from the Ministry of Health,
political parties, election monitoring organizations, the Government Medical Officers' Association, the
Sri Lanka Police, the Public Health Inspectors' Association, as well as members of the Election
Commission and its Commissioner General to manage the functions required for this purpose. The
Committee met on several occasions in the run-up to the election and agreed on several measures to
be proposed.
One of the most important proposals was to facilitate the relevant people to cast their votes on the 3rd
of August. It was also agreed to deploy specially designed mobile vehicles and trained officers for this
purpose. However, at the last minute, the attempt failed and the lack of a positive response from many
political parties was the main reason for the failure of the task.
In that pessimistic view from the political parties, not only the COVID infected and those in the
quarantine centers who were hospitalized on and around Election Day, but also the 3,980 voters who
were engaged in self-quarantine were unable to cast their votes. The Centre for Monitoring Election
Violence was keenly interested in the process. Accordingly, the position of the CMEV was that the
Election Commission should have made a determined effort to make the task more successful and that
the political parties in this country should move away from the traditional views they used to hold.
Political parties argued that they did not have the manpower to act as agents with the relevant officials
on their way to the homes of self-quarantined voters. However, the reality was that the major parties in
the country had the manpower to take their party members anywhere whenever they want.
Some of the voters who remained in the quarantine centers, in conjunction with the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence as well as other election observation organizations, were constantly asked
if they could cast their ballots on Election Day and if not, what legal action could be taken. The election
observation organizations were also optimistic as the discussions were progressing well. Given the
current importance of the issue, the prevailing figures at that time are given below.
Date

No. of patients being treated

August 04, 2020

293

August 05, 2020

286

The number of COVID-19 patients treated in quarantine centres and hospitals in Sri Lanka
during the 4th and 5th August, 2020.

District

2020.08.04

2020.08.05

District

2020.08.04

2020.08.05

Colombo

910

910

Mullaitivu

0

0

Gampaha

708

708

Batticaloa

23

23

Kalutara

293

293

Ampara

43

43

Kandy

312

312

Trincomalee

10

10

Matale

86

86

Kurunegala

263

263

Nuwareliya

44

44

Puttalam

102

102

280

280

Anuradhapura

121

121

Galle

26

Hambatota

62

62

Polonnaruwa

58

58

Matara

96

96

Badulla

53

53

Jaffna

38

38

Monaragala

22

22

Killinochchi

12

12

Ratnapura

115

115

Mannar

12

12

Kegalle

132

132

Vavuniya

15

15

Other

32

32

The number persons self-quarantined persons regarding COVID-19 in each district of Sri Lanka during
the 4th and 5th August, 2020.
Further, special quarantine regulations were imposed on the Lankapura Divisional Secretariat area in the
Polonnaruwa District. The government had taken steps to subject a group of houses to a mandatory
quarantine. Simultaneously, on August 3, 2020, the Election Commission conducted a special election
operation at 23 polling stations and the counting of votes was held in a special area reserved for that
area only and the Election Commission had sent an Assistant Commissioner of Elections from its head
office for the purpose.

Election observation in the context of COVID-19
From the moment the President dissolved Parliament and entered a parliamentary election, the Centre
for Monitoring Election Violence began its election observation process which included number of
elements. Further, from the time when the Election Commission decided to hold the elections under the
control of COVID-19 pandemic situation, that was, from June 10, 2020 (the date of the election was
declared by the Extraordinary Gazette No. 2179 as August 05) Centre for Monitoring Election Violence
was also started documenting and referring of violence incidents and violations of election laws during
the campaign period. Traditional and new media were widely used to educate voters as well as
candidates about the CMEV's current background. Furthermore, the amount of work done in
collaboration with other regional and local organizations is large. Accordingly, the interventions
accomplished by the CMEV are very briefly given below.

Below are some of the key interventions made by CMEV

1.

Publishing ‘Considerations for Holding an Election During the COVID-19 Pandemic’, a
Briefing Paper offering election stakeholders and voters an outline of how the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected elections worldwide; and important factors to note in the Sri Lankan electoral context.

2. Issuing a statement calling for postponing the Parliamentary General Election 2020 at the
onset of the pandemic situation on March 17, 2020.

3. Acting in coordination with all other domestic election observation organizations to issue
joint statement urging all relevant authorities to resolve their issues regarding a new election date with
the mutual understanding of not creating a constitutional crisis against the backdrop of COVID19.

4. Participating in designing health guidelines for the election on the Election Commission’s
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invitation, and in collaboration with regional election observer network ANFREL and national election
observer PAFFREL.

5.

Preparing a guideline on 'Safety measures in elections, Election Dispute Resolution Systems
and New Approaches amid Pandemic Situations’ to submit to the Election Commission.

6.

Assisting in coordinating the essential supplies delivery and relief provision work of the NGO
consortium set up in response to COVID-19 with the participation of civil society organizations.

7.

Making complaints to the Election Commission and the Presidential Task Force on COVID19 on pandemic relief programme related election law violations, including the misuse of voter lists and
abuse of powers by several public authorities and officials regarding the LKR 5,000 relief measure.

8.

Conducting a series of webinars to share experiences and learnings with election
stakeholders in Myanmar targeting the general election of Myanmar to be held in November 2020, in
partnership with Democracy Reporting International, ANFREL and other election stakeholders in
Myanmar.

9.

Assisting ANFREL with developing a Code of Conduct for all domestic election observation
organizations for election observation operations during the pandemic situation.

10. Representing the committee convened by the Election Commission to prepare proposals
for holding a health election on Election Day

11. Appropriate interventions to assist field observers deployed island wide to the relevant
district level election offices whenever required.

12. Conducting a campaign to educate the relevant voters to ensure a healthy election
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Recommendations
In line with Sri Lanka's reputation for holding and managing elections, the Centre for Monitoring Election
Violence presents a series of recommendations based on procedural and legal issues that emerged
during this Parliamentary Election 2020.
For the Presidential Election held on November 16, 2019, extensive attention has also been paid to the
series of recommendations made in connection with the electoral system of this country. There was a
very short interval between that election and the parliamentary election and that is 276 days. Of these,
154 days were spent during the extended campaign period leading up to the election amid the COVID19 pandemic situation. The final report on the last presidential election focused on two main areas of
the series of recommendations. That is, the recommendations that should be addressed immediately
after the Presidential election and before holding the Parliamentary elections and the recommendations
that should be addresses in the long run through the direct intervention of the legislators of the
Parliament. However, due to the emergencies, the above short-term recommendations were not given
due attention and the recommendations that needed to be discussed and addresses in the long run are
still valid today.
Accordingly, although a new set of recommendations will be presented this time, as the long-term
recommendations mentioned earlier are a series of recommendations that are essential for the wellbeing of the future electoral process, those recommendations have been highlighted in this report as
well. Especially since the Presidential and Parliamentary elections are national level elections, it has been
taken into consideration in the formulation of recommendations presented in this report.
Recommendations that can be implemented through the Election Commission's policy decisions and
procedural changes:

Establishment of a Permanent Election Complaints Management Unit
Election complaint management is one of the most dynamic areas of any election process. Preliminary
discussions on a more formal election management system in the country were initiated and the relevant
institutional structure was initiated by the then Department of Elections in the early 2000s. The Election
Commission then gave it some innovation. However, even today it only takes effect during an election
period. Accordingly, the Election Commission should establish a more permanent election management
unit without targeting an election period and functions even during non-election times. There is an
urgent need to attach a permanent cadre of staff with proper training in election management. The
program unit should also expand the scope for continuous intervention on issues related to the use of
new media that create a day-to-day election-related controversy.
Additionally, an active system of liaison with all election partners, including the Sri Lanka Police and
election monitoring organizations, must be established. Issuing statements that accurately describe their
responsibilities and role and updating a website in three languages are also important activities that
must not be abandoned at the same time.

Passing of an Act of Parliament relating to the functioning of the Election Commission
The Election Commission occupies a special place among the recently established Commissions in this
country. The existence of a very precise and clearly defined document of its stable existence and
responsibilities as well as its functioning will be instrumental in securing the future existence of the
Election Commission. One of the smoothest ways to overcome any uncertainties and confusions that
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may arise in the implementation of the mandate of the recently established Commissions in the country
is to define its scope and other laws and regulations related to the procedures and structural orientations
of their functions and documenting such dynamics. The Human Rights Commission is an example of
this. The Election Commission has indeed outlined its future course of action in its Strategic Plan.
However, beyond that, it is essential to go beyond the general exercise of the powers created by the
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution and ensure accuracy in every step.

Introduce systematic regulation for registered political parties
Political parties are the active parties with an integral part in the electoral process in this country. The
political right of individuals to organize on political grounds is well reflected in the activities of political
parties. This is one of the highlights of the existing mass participation in a democratic governance
structure. However, in the Sri Lankan context, it is debatable whether political party interventions are
simply reorganized to preserve democratic values. Parliamentary Elections Act No. 01 of 1981 is the only
guideline for determining the activities of political parties in this country. However, as it was originally
formulated 39 years ago, none of the criteria for political parties has been revised according to the needs
of the contextual changes that occurred over decades. Accordingly, a serious priority should be given to
reviewing the relevant legal provisions of the existing legislative framework. It is an indisputable fact that
the formation and maintenance of political parties should take place without any hindrance. It is
inherently linked to the Freedom of Association. However, this recommendation highlights the need for
the Election Commission to act in a manner that does not undermine public confidence in the
fundamentals of democracy by political parties that do not stand for election and do not submit even
the minimum documentation of party functioning and seek strict flexibility through the Elections
Commission. The Election Commission has to answer that the people of this country are not aware of
the political parties that are contesting in the face of powerful political parties for profit and writing their
names in the nomination papers.
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Furthermore, one of the biggest challenges facing the Commission is to make the leading political parties
more friendly stakeholders that exchange accountable information with the Commission.

Expansion of voting opportunities
This Parliamentary election highlighted the fact that Sri Lanka is gradually undergoing the necessary
structural changes in electoral management and that it needs to be further expanded. Some social
discourse about several electoral reforms for which the direct intervention of the legislature is essential
has already been created and such reforms need to take place soon. It is by no means sufficient to
expand the chances of voting in this country by relying solely on the two primary opportunities available
to the electorate, the In-Person Voting and the Postal Voting. Accordingly, the Election Commission
should take the lead in conducting an investigative census and review of voting opportunities that are
safer and more viable in the governing structure of the country. Parliamentary approval is indeed
essential in such a task. However, it is emphasized that approval can be obtained by a Parliamentary
Select Committee as mentioned elsewhere in this series of recommendations and before that the
Elections Commission should prepare the necessary basis. According to data collected by the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence, the number of groups that have been forced to abstain from voting on
Election Day is staggering. The official statistics confirm the seriousness of the problem.
Accordingly, the number of detainees in the country during the last election was 18,659 while the Sri
Lankan community abroad was 2,465,283. (This does not include the number of people unofficially out
of the country). The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence is of the view that this would add up to
more than 3 million people and that there would be no need for further examples to show that the
Election Commission should not delay in compiling a roadmap in this regard.
Further to this, CMEV reiterates that some of the core issues to which the policy-makers of the legislature
of this country should essentially intervene to find long term solutions; are presented below and these
are recommendations highlighted in the final report of CMEV in relation to the election observation of
the Presidential Election held in 2019.

Review and enact the proposals of the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the
Election Commission
Sri Lanka’s election laws are close to four decades old, and have not been comprehensively updated
since their introduction. Gaps in the laws as well as the outdated nature of numerous provisions are
becoming increasingly apparent and pressing with each election.
For instance, Presidential Election 2019 highlighted a number of legal and practical difficulties caused
by a large number of candidates contesting.
A contributing factor to this was the deposit amount for a candidate not having been changed since its
introduction in the Presidential Election Act No. 15 of 1981. Another example is the challenge to the
action taken by the Election Commission to prevent using digital display boards for election
campaigning activities. While the Supreme Court refused to grant leave to proceed for this petition, the
incident highlighted the absence of sufficient legal provisions to capture some of the unconventional
violations of election laws, particularly with increasing new technologies. The rapid rise in the use of
social media, and the inability to address election violations relating to hate speech, misinformation and
illicit campaigning on social media platforms, is also an urgent issue.
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There is thus an urgent need to comprehensively review and update all election laws, taking into account
the gaps in the laws, and to update them to meet contemporary challenges. The Election Commission
has conducted a series of discussions over years through a Committee of Permanent Representatives
proposed by political parties themselves, which has gathered a range of diverse opinions from election
stakeholders and formulated a number of proposed amendments to existing election laws. The
Committee must collate these amendments in report and Bill form and call for further consultation on
them. It must then immediately present the Bill to Parliament for passage.

Appoint a Parliamentary Select Committee on electoral reform
There are a number of election-related issues that arise with each election in Sri Lanka which require
legal and administrative reform to be effectively addressed. Importantly, some of these reforms cannot
simply be implemented on a one-off basis after an election, and instead require concentrated effort by
numerous stakeholders over an entire election cycle.
A permanent Parliament Select Committee can take up such a task, as it will have the power to advance
legislative reforms through Parliament, as well as call for consultations from a diverse range of elections
stakeholders in the country. Such a Committee can also contribute towards depoliticizing both election
reform and administration. A basic draft document and a formal proposal developed by the Election
Commission can be used as the basis for this Committee, and it should be a priority when the new
Parliament is formed, through an amendment of the Standing Orders.
The functions of this Parliamentary Select Committee should include campaign finance regulation;
facilitating out of country voting rights; introducing guidelines for regulating conventional and new
media during elections; strengthening the annual voter registration revision process; and ensuring
inclusive election processes. It can also conduct comprehensive post-election reviews of the election
process, to highlight and address election challenges in an ongoing basis.
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An alternative to having a dedicated Parliamentary Select Committee is to make electoral reform a
permanent standing item for debate and legislative action in one of the existing Select Committees, such
as the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management, or on Legal
Affairs (anti-corruption) and Media. Either a dedicated Parliamentary Select Committee or electoral
reform being a permanent subject of discussion in other Select Committees is a feature found in
numerous legislatures worldwide.

Conduct a proper review and amendment of the powers vested in the Election Commission
to deliver its mandate
The sustainable existence of any election management body depends on the extent to which such a
body has the power to effectively carry out the tasks it is mandated to do. The Election Commission of
Sri Lanka faces a number of difficulties in fully carrying out its mandate of conducting free and fair
elections because it does not have adequate powers to do so.
For instance, it does not have the power to publicize an election calendar through which either the
election date or the time periods for holding elections in general can be set. It also does not have the
power to directly initiate litigation. It must instead rely on submitting “B” Reports through the Sri Lanka
Police, a procedure that delays resolving election disputes in a timely manner. The Election Commission’s
legal department is also underpowered to deal with other public authorities. Finally, it does not have the
power to act as a legally binding election dispute resolution body, as it requires the courts or law
enforcement, or simply the compliance of disputing parties, to fully enforce its decisions.
These matters should be carefully considered by Parliament with the view of empowering the Election
Commission to fully carry out its mandate. This would necessarily entail Constitutional amendment, or
at the very least, legislative amendment. Such a process should also consider taking steps to establish a
unique court for the sole purpose of election related litigation and dispute resolution. These reforms will
substantially enhance the election process of this country.

Design a comprehensive, long-term action plan to increase the participation of women and
youth at all political levels
The very low levels of women’ and youth representation in elected bodies at all levels across the country
is an indictment on politics and governance in Sri Lanka. It is also a challenge that cannot be overcome
simply through nominal compliance of minimal requirements for representation. For instance, the
women’s quota introduced for local government elections in 2018, whilst a long overdue and welcome
reform, is not a guarantee on how effectively or meaningfully women who are elected can operate as
representatives. It must also be noted the various difficulties women faced navigating the quota and the
new election system (such as receiving nominations only through the proportional lists and not for
electorates). The quota also came at the cost of an existing youth representation quota. Thus, even
institutional reforms face the obstacles enforced by Sri Lanka’s exclusive political culture, and rigid party
structures with little internal democracy.
The Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development and the
Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government Authorities, in close collaboration with the
Election Commission, should take lead roles to design a comprehensive, long-term action plan to
ensure effective and efficient women’s and youth participation in politics. Such a plan should be
multifold and targeted at multiple stakeholders:
Further for more recommendations, please refer to pages from 26 to 33 of the final report of CMEV on
the election observation of the Presidential Election 2019.
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Estimated Election Campaign Cost Monitoring Initiative of CMEV
CMEV for the first time added the estimation of campaign finance to its portfolio of activities during
Presidential Election 2019 which was the first-ever such initiative in election observation history in Sri
Lanka. The initiative was an attempt to ensure electoral integrity, so that election can truly be called the
basic mechanism of choice and change in a functioning democracy. Thus, CMEV continued the
expansion of its mandate to observe the estimated election campaign cost of political parties, candidates
and their supporters during the Parliamentary Election 2020 too. The time period for this campaign
finance monitoring initiative was from July 02 to August 02, 2020.

Purpose of the Campaign Finance Monitoring Initiative
The overall purpose of this project was ‘to increase political commitment to regulate campaign finances
(CF) as a core element of the electoral reform process by creating a broad public discourse’.
The Estimated Election Campaign Cost Monitoring initiative computed the “costs” incurred in the
election campaign by candidates, their political parties, or on their behalf, for promoting or procuring
their election. The below cost categories were monitored when computing the estimated election
campaign costs.
1. Printed Media (covering 28 newspapers – 15 in Sinhala, 04 in Tamil and 09 in English)
2. Electronic Media (covering 09 TV channels, 08 in Sinhala and 01 in Tamil and 05 radio channels,
04 in Sinhala and 01 in Tamil)
3. Social Media (Based on the Facebook Ad Library Report. Only the cost of highest spenders)
4. Other costs (covering costs of meetings, public rallies, goods distribution, promotional materials,
etc.)
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The cost calculation method used to generate the estimated election campaign cost is as follows:
Cost of Print Media + Cost of Electronic Media + Cost of Social Media + Other Costs = ESTIMATED
ELECTION CAMPAIGN COST
Given a diverse range of limitations, CMEV believes that its monitoring captured approximately 30% of
the actual potential campaign expenses incurred by candidates and parties during the Parliamentary
Election 2020.

Key Findings
The estimated campaign cost monitoring initiative of CMEV draws the attention of policy makers, the
Election Commission of Sri Lanka, academia, the general public, civil society and professionals in a
diverse range of institutions toward the consequences of unlimited and unregulated election campaign
finances.
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The findings reflected in table given above provide a conclusive evidence for the fact that unregulated
campaign finances lead to unequal level playing field for candidates. Having a level playing field for
candidates in any election is a fundamental pre-requisite for a free and fair election in any democratic
country.
Additionally, unregulated campaign finances leads to a diverse range of issues of the election process
and it includes, but not limited to, bribery and corruption, adverse influence on the voters’ freedom of
informed choice, result in large scale use of black money, bias policy implementation and diminish the
transparency and accountability of election making the entire electoral process questionable of its
integrity.
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List of Abbreviations
These abbreviations have been used in the following tables and charts to denote political parties, independent groups and other entities recorded by CMEV in
incident relating to election violence and violations.
Political Parites
AITC
AITM
OPPP
ACMC
ITAK
EDF
EPDP
UPFA
UNFF
UNP
DUA
UPP
ULF
USP
UPA
OWORS
WNF
PLF
DTNA
JSPA
NC
JJB
NPP
NFF
NDF
SJP
NUA

Ahila Illankai Thamil Congress
Akhila Illankai Tamil Mahasabha
Our Power of People Party
All Ceylon Makkal Congress
Illakai Tamil Arasu Kadchi
Eelavar Democratic Front
Eelam People’s Democratic Party
United People’s Freedom Alliance
United National Freedom Front
United National Party
Democratic Unity Alliance
United People’s Party
United Left Front
United Socialist Party
United Peace Alliance
Okkoma Wasiyo Okkoma Rajawaru Sanvidanaya
Workers National Front
People’s Liberation Front
Democratic Tamil National Alliance
Jana Setha Peramuna
National Congress
Jathika Jana Balawegaya
National People’s Party
National Freedom Front
National Democratic Front
Jathika Sangwardena Peramuna
National Unity Alliance

JHU
NUO
TMTK
TMVP
SDPT
DVJP
TELO
TULF
NSSP
NSU
PP
FSP
PA
DUNF
DPF
DLF
DNA
DP
DLP
MJP
MEP
MNA
NFGG
CWC
LSSP
TLP
SLLP

Jathika Hela Urumaya
Nationalities Unity Organization
Thamil Makkal Thesiya Kuttani
Thamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal
Social Democratic Party of Tamils
Desha Vimukthi Janatha Pakshaya
Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization
Tamil United Liberation Front
New Sama Samaja Party
Nawa Sihala Urumaya
Puravesi Peramuna
Frontline Socialist Party
People’s Alliance
Democratic United National Front
Democratic People’s Front
Democratic People’s Liberation Front
Democratic National Alliance
Democratic Party
Democratic Left Pakshaya
Mawbima Janatha Pakshaya
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna
Muslim National Alliance
National Front for Good Governance
Ceylon worker’s Congress
Lanka Sama Samaja Party
The Liberation Party
Sri Lanka Labour Party

SLFP
SLVP
SLPP
SLMP
SLMC
CPSL
SPSL
SJB
SA
SEP
SJP

Sri Lanka Freedom Party
Sri Lanka Vanguard Party
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
Sri Lanka Mahajana Pakshaya
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
Communist Party of Sri Lanka
Socialist Party of Sri Lanka
Samagi Jana Balawegaya
Socialist Alliance
Socialist Equality Party
Sinhaladeepa Jathika Peramuna

Other
Ind1
Ind2
Ind3
Ind4
Ind5
Ind6
Ind7
Ind8
Ind9
Ind10
PNG
Police
Govt.

Independent Group 01
Independent Group 02
Independent Group 03
Independent Group 04
Independent Group 05
Independent Group 06
Independent Group 07
Independent Group 08
Independent Group 09
Independent Group 10
Party Not Given
Police
Government Officers
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Pre-Election Observation [02/03/2020 – 04/08/2020]

1. Geographic Spread of Pre-Election Offences by Type

2. Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Offences by Area and
Party

3. Alleged Pre-Election Offences by Party and Incident Type

4. Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day
Offences
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Pre-Election Observation [02/03/2020 – 04/08/2020]
Geographic Spread of Pre-Election Offences by Type
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Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Offences by Area and Party
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Alleged Pre-Election Offences by Party and Incident Type
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Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences
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Total Pre-Election Incidents Breakdown

Major Pre-Election Incidents

Minor Pre-Election Incidents

Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Incidents

Pre-Election Incident Complaints by Party

Profiles of Pre-Election Incidents by Party
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Major Pre-Election Incidents
Major Incidents by Province

Major Incidents by District
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Minor Pre-Election Incidents
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Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Incidents

Major Incidents: Alleged Perpetrators by Party
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Pre-Election Incident Complaints by Party
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Profiles of Pre-Election Incidents by Party
Profile of Alleged Major Incidents by Party
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Hate Speech and Divisive Language During the Election

Notable incidents of hate speech and divisive language

Trends in hate speech and divisive language

CMEV/CPA Public Awareness Campaign on Hate Speech
During Elections
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Hate Speech and Divisive Language During the Election
This report provides an account of the incidence of hate speech and divisive language observed by the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) in the
campaign for the Parliamentary General Election 2020. It details notable incidents of hate speech and divisive language, and trends in them throughout the
campaign period. It also highlights a public awareness campaign CMEV has undertaken addressing hate speech and divisive language.

Notable incidents of hate speech and divisive language
The following is a list of notable incidents of hate speech and divisive language CMEV has recorded during the election campaign:
1.

Mahiyanganaya, Badulla, June 20 – Ape Jana Bala Pakshaya (OPPP) Badulla candidate Ambale Ratana Thero commented during a campaign meeting
that Muslims and Tamils are conquering the country while depriving Sinhalese of their freedom of movement around the country

2.

Ampara, Digamadulla, June 20 – Akhila Ilankai Tamil Mahasabha (AITM) candidate Karuna Amman claimed that he is more dangerous than the
coronavirus because he once killed 2-3,000 Sinhala soldiers in one night at the battle of Elephant Pass. His comments received wide circulation and
condemnation across the country

3.

Batticaloa, June 22 – A number of posts were shared online by Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi (ITAK) supporters criticising Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal
(TMVP) Batticaloa candidate M Mangala Shanker. Most of the posts fabricated per previous work, tarnishing her image on the basis of working for NGOs
and being a woman.

4.

Kaduwela, Colombo, June 26 – Comments were made by Colombo Independent Group 24 candidate Dan Prasad to vote only for those who protect the
Sinhala Buddhist kingdom and not those silent Sinhala leaders who allow the country to be destroyed just to keep their votes

5.

Padiruppu, Batticaloa, June 27 – Widely circulated comments posted on a Facebook group about ITAK Batticaloa candidate Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
insulting him and saying his mother was a Sinhala servant for M.L.A.M. Hizbullah and Tamils should not vote for him because of this

6.

Dambulla, Matale, July 7 – Dambulla Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) mayor Jaliya Opatha made a number of sexist insults and false allegations
against United National Party (UNP) Councillor Nilakshi Jayawardena at two separate press conferences

7.

Vanni, July 7 – SLPP Vanni district candidate Janaka Nanda Kumara made comments at an event that Tamil and Sinhala people in the district are suffering
because it is being controlled by Muslim politicians who are only providing benefits to Muslims. He further stated that since the Vanni district has a
majority Tamil population, it is not suitable for it to be ruled by Muslim politicians.

8.

Kotte, Colombo, July 8 – Ape Jana Bala Pakshaya candidate Athuraliye Rathana Thero made comments warning Muslims that if they make any more
trouble Buddhists will have to take up “non-violent arms” against them.
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9.

Kurunegala, July 10 – Kurunegala former MP and SLPP candidate Johnston Fernando speaking to Muslim voters made a veiled threat that he counts all
ballot boxes in the district after voting so there should be as many votes from Muslims for the SLPP as applause for him at event. This was in the context
him further saying that “If we attack we will attack without fear. And if you come into conflict with us we won't let it go,” Which implies a threat of
violence.

10. Kurunegala, July 10 – Prime Minister and SLPP Kurunegala candidate Mahinda Rajapaksa made disparaging comments about SJB leader Sajith Premadasa
and his wife being childless
11. July 20 – A number of Buddhist monks, including some Ape Jana Bala Pakshaya candidates, said that if Tamils demanded devolution then “a river of
blood will flow in the North and East” in reaction to the release of the ITAK manifesto.

Trends in hate speech and divisive language
•

Hate speech was evident at relatively low levels at the start of the campaign – Compared to previous elections, hate speech was lower at the
campaign’s start, partly because national political leaders were not making any hate speech or divisive remarks and there were no significant ethnic issues
being debated during the campaign. The COVID-19 pandemic situation, which has already delayed the election and has imposed restrictions on parties
and candidates for campaigning, also prevented political discourse from being infused with hate speech to a very high level.

•

Hate speech and divisive language is likely to spike towards the end of the campaign – Despite the above, hate speech and divisive language has
been increasing as the campaign heads to its final stretch. This is because of the perception that the race is tightening, and also as competition between
candidates within particular electoral districts becomes more intense.

•

Hate speech and divisive language on public social media platforms is lower than during the previous Presidential Election 2019 – This may be
as a result of social media platforms more proactively removing hate speech and misinformation that is reported and monitored by them. Since the last
election, a number of social media platforms including Facebook have made certain changes to their policies and procedures on hate speech. A number
of the large Facebook groups that were spreading hate speech content also no longer seem to be operative. Note that this assessment does not apply to
content shared on gossip sites or privately online (for instance, posts sent on WhatsApp and Viber).

•

Hate speech and divisive language is most prevalent at the ground level – most instances of hate speech can be observed at door-to-door canvassing
and small pocket meetings partly because there is less scrutiny at that level. The campaigning restrictions due to COVID-19 which have greatly reduced
large public rallies, printed materials and posters has also intensified ground-level campaigning targeted at small numbers of voters, which provides a
certain insulation to any hate speech that is being expressed.

•

Hate speech and divisive language at the ground level is less likely to get reported – This is because the targets of such language are deterred from
reporting incidents, especially where it concerns intra-party conflicts because such targets would be more fearful of recrimination from the party
establishment
54

•

Hate speech and divisive language is expressed by certain political parties’ candidates more than others – Ape Jana Bala Pakshaya (OPPP)
candidates and certain SLPP candidates openly campaign on ideas that the Sinhalese people are threatened by rising numbers of Muslims; that they need
to be "controlled"; and that Tamils are attempting to divide the country (see incidents #1, #4 and #8 above). a Some OPPP candidates are openly
campaigning saying they are looking for “Sinhala votes only”. Akhila Ilankai Tamil Mahasabha (AITM) and Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal (TMVP)
contesting in Digamadulla and Batticaloa districts express anti-Muslim sentiment that Muslim voters have ‘stolen’ Tamil land to win votes from Tamil
voters.

•

Hate speech and divisive language between minority communities is common in certain areas – in areas with existing conflicts between various
communities regarding land, resource distribution or government services, electoral contests play out as zero-sum games for claiming (or reclaiming)
land, resources and services, and hate speech and divisive language is inevitably deployed in such contexts. This can especially be observed in particular
areas in the Batticaloa, Digamadulla, Vanni and Puttalam districts between Tamil and Muslim communities. Certain Sinhala politicians also use such
conflicts to further pit minority communities against each other (see incident #7 above)

•

Hate speech online and on the ground mirrors what happens at the national level – When high level and well-known politicians and public figures
use hate speech or divisive language, and it is consequently covered extensively on the media, this leads to an uptick in hate speech on online platforms
(usually people sharing and endorsing such comments, and defending them against detractors) and on the ground level (as it can be seen as giving
‘permission’ for such rhetoric to be used locally). The uptick in hate speech and divisive language suggested above will particularly be driven if and when
such high-level figures make divisive remarks in the campaign’s final stretches

•

Competition for preferential votes drives hate speech against female candidates – numerous female candidates across the country are facing intense
scrutiny from within and outside their parties. The work backgrounds and past associations of such candidates are leveraged in misogynist ways to
denigrate them, insinuate that they have bad character and suggest that they are unsuitable for office (see incident #3 above). Party leaders and
establishment figures rarely condemn or reproach such allegations, which leads to them continuing unabated.
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CMEV/CPA Public Awareness Campaign on Hate Speech During Elections
CMEV and the Civic Media Unit of the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA) commenced a public
awareness campaign on hate speech and divisive language during the election. Whilst there have
been public awareness efforts on identifying and countering hate speech in general in Sri Lanka
previously, there have so far not been ones focusing specifically on elections and election
campaigning. The project aims to produce a series of trilingual infographics to be posted on CMEV’s
and the Civic Media Team’s citizen
journalism platforms Groundviews, Vikalpa
and Maatram. The infographics will
identify particular incidents of hate speech
and divisive language and break them
down into why such language can be
considered hate speech, whom it harms,
and its overall impact.
Below are the infographics that have been
produced and disseminated so far. The
campaign will run through the election
campaign and for a period afterwards, as
it is expected that incidents of hate speech
and divisive language in the electoral context will continue to proliferate after the election too. This was
especially observed following the Presidential Election 2019, when the results of the election which
were geographically and apparently ethnically distinct generated intense levels of hate speech directed
at Tamil and Muslim voters in the Northern and Eastern provinces.
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CMEV Voter Education Materials
‘What To Bring To The Polling Station’ Infographics
Leave Entitlements Infographics
‘How To Vote’ Infographics

Instructions For Election Day
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CMEV Voter Education Materials
‘What To Bring To The Polling Station’ Infographics
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Leave Entitlements Infographics
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‘How To Vote’ Infographics
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Instructions For Election Day
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Election Day Observation [05/08/2020]
1. Geographic Spread of Election Day Offences by Type

2. Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Offences by Area
3. Alleged Election Day Offences by Party
4. Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day
Offences
5. Total Election Day Incidents Breakdown
6. Major Election Day Incidents Breakdown
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Election Day Observation [05/08/2020]
Geographic Spread of Election Day Offences by Type
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Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Offences by Area
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Alleged Election Day Offences by Party
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Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences
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Total Election Day Incidents Breakdown

Total Incidents by Province (%)
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Major Election Day Incidents Breakdown

Major Incidents by Province
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Minor Election Day Incidents Breakdown

Minor Incidents by Province (%)
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Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Incidents
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Election Day Incident Complaints by CMEV

Minor Incidents : Complaints Made by CMEV (307)
2% 5%

7%
7%

19%

Election Offences

Major Incidents : Complaints Made by CMEV (28)
11%

3%

Bribery

Health Guidelines
Violations

36%

Illegal Campaigning

Election Office Related
Major Assault
Minor Assault

Illegal Offices

Offering Goods
0%

Illegal Posters & Cutouts
53%

Intimidation

Threats
14%

11%

71

Election Day Media Communiqués

Parliamentary General Election 2020 – Election Day Communiqué 1
Incidents on Election Day up to 10 a.m.
Voting commenced at 7 a.m. on Wednesday, August 5, 2020 for the Parliamentary General Election. CMEV
is deploying 1,200 observers at polling centres, 175+ counting observers at counting centres, 90 field
monitors and a team of 50 reporting, operations and mobile team operators at its Colombo HQ. Polling
stations are operating under strict COVID-19 health precautions with health officials also being deployed.
A total of 70 incidents of election-related violations have been reported thus far, with illegal campaigning
and illegal posers being the most prevalent. The scattering of chits bearing party symbols and candidate
preference numbers is by far the most common election violation committed by candidates from a range of
political parties all across the country
The following incidents are specific incidents received and confirmed by CMEV’s field monitors stationed at
polling stations across the country:
•

CMEV received reports that 60 All Ceylon Tamil Congress (AITC) supporters had arrived at Ilankai
Tamil Arasu Kachchi (ITAK) supporter J Kishanthan’s house in Kalmunai, Digamadulla district at 9
p.m. on Aug 4, assaulted several persons there & damaged property. Two persons have been
hospitalised.

•

CMEV received reports that a Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) supporter attacked and injured
two ACMC supporters at Jamaldeen Square, Pottuvil in Digamadulla district at around 2.30 a.m.
today. The victims have been hospitalised.
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•

CMEV received reports that two SLPP supporters were aggressively coaxing voters at the gates of
the D.A Rajapaksa Maha Vidyalaya in Mulkirigala, influencing them to vote for the SLPP. They were
seen accompanying voters into the polling station.

•

CMEV received reports that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage were verbally influencing
voters to vote for the SLPP, at around 7.30 a.m. near the polling station at St. Mary’s College,
Nawalapitiya.

•

Voters registered at the Nedunthivu polling station in Kayts, Jaffna district were waiting at
Kurikattuvan for the boat service to travel to the station on the other side since 8 a.m. CMEV has
lodged a complaint with the Election Commission

Further information on the types, perpetrating parties and locations of the incidents CMEV has
recorded is detailed in the charts below:
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Parliamentary General Election 2020 – Election Day Communiqué 2
Incidents on Election Day up to 1 p.m.
The following incidents are specific incidents received and confirmed by CMEV’s field monitors stationed at
polling stations across the country:
•

CMEV received reports that 60 All Ceylon Tamil Congress supporters had arrived at ITAK supporter
J Kishanthan’s house in Kalmunai, Digamadulla district at 9 p.m. on Aug 4, assaulted several persons
there & damaged property. Two persons have been hospitalised

•

CMEV received reports that Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) supporter attacked and injured
two ACMC supporters at Jamaldeen Square, Pottuvil in Digamadulla district at around 2.30 a.m.
today. The victims have been hospitalised.

•

The authorised Polling Agent for National Congress M.A. Rasheed was seated inside the Al Kalam
Maha Vidyala Hall 1 Polling Station in Pottuvil, Digamadula District, wearing a face mask branded
with a NC candidate preference number

•

CMEV received reports that at around 8:30 am, several voters at Indrarama Viharasthanaya polling
station in Padukka in the Colombo district were receiving calls from one phone number; asking them
to vote for SLPP candidate Thilanga Sumathipala.

•

CMEV received reports that a SLPP supporter was distributing model ballot papers and influencing
voters to vote for the SLPP at around 8:10 am, at the polling station at Thopawewa National School
in the Polonnaruwa district

•

CMEV received reports that supporters of the Eelam People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) were forcing
voters to vote for the party in the vicinity of the polling station at Katpahapuram Government Tamil
Mixed School Vavuniya, in the Vanni district.
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•

CMEV observed Polonnaruwa Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) candidate Hameed Mohammed
attempting to talk to Polling Station officials and influence voters to vote for him at the Gallella AlAzhar Maha Vidyalaya polling station in Polonnaruwa.

•

CMEV received reports that Nuwara-Eliya SLPP candidate C.B. Ratnayake's supporters entered
Pannala Maha Vidyalaya Hall 2 in Walpone, Nuwara-Eliya in a drunken state at around 8.30 a.m. and
acted in a disorderly manner disturbing election officials.

•

CMEV received reports that a Senior Presiding Officer at a polling station in Thalpawila was
influencing elderly voters, asking them to vote for SLPP Matara district candidate Nipuna Ranawaka.
The SPO followed said voters to the ballot box and watched whilst they cast their vote.

•

CMEV observers report that Kurunegala SLPP candidate Mahinda Rajapaksa is traveling across the
Nikawaretiya electorate with an unauthorised large number of supporters and vehicles, and has
visited Mahasen National School Halls 1 & 2 Polling Stations

•

CMEV received reports that Puttalam Ulukkapalam Muslim MV& Anamaduwa Siyabalagaswewa
Community Hall polling stations were small, no social distancing maintained, election officials didn't
follow #COVID19 health guidelines and health inspectors did not intervene.

Further information on the types, perpetrating parties and locations of the incidents CMEV has
recorded is detailed in the charts below:
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Parliamentary General Election 2020 – Election Day Communiqué 3
Incidents on Election Day up to 5 p.m. and the close of polls
CMEV recorded a total of 301 election violations up to 5 p.m. 151 of these related to illegal campaigning
while intimidation/influencing (57) and illegal posters/cutouts (21) were also prominent.
The following incidents are specific incidents received and confirmed by CMEV’s field monitors stationed at
polling stations across the country:
•

CMEV received reports that 60 All Ceylon Tamil Congress supporters had arrived at ITAK supporter
J Kishanthan’s house in Kalmunai, Digamadulla district at 9 p.m. on Aug 4, assaulted several persons
there & damaged property. Two persons have been hospitalized.

•

CMEV received reports that a SLPP supporter was distributing a chit bearing numbers of the party's
Gampaha district candidates along with a rambutan to voters at the Ganhinigama North Community
Hall polling centre in the Dompe.

•

Numerous candidates continued to run ads on Facebook despite the campaigning prohibition on
Election Day.

•

It was reported to CMEV that Madolsima police arrested a boy aged 14 for providing transport
services to voters to the Kohenewala Sinhala Vidayalaya polling station in Passara, Badulla district
by a lorry. Later, the boy was released on bail on the grounds that he is under 18. The OIC of the
police informed that they will report this matter to the court.

•

It was reported to CMEV that Bogahakumbura Police arrested a group of persons with a van who
were distributing leaflets for Badulla SJB candidate Chaminda Wijesiri. The Police will produce the
suspects at the nearest Magistrate tomorrow.

•

It was reported to CMEV that SLPP Pradeshiya Sabha members including Suresh Warnasooriya had
lighted firecrackers within 50m of the Kobeigane Sri Parakrama Vidyalaya polling station in
Nikaweratiya, Kurunegala district.

•

There were a number of incidences of votes being recorded as already being cast when a voter
arrived at the polling station. A number of affected persons were given dual ballot papers and
allowed to vote after giving statements. Some went onto lodge complaints with the Election
Commission.
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Further information on the types, perpetrating parties and locations of the incidents CMEV has
recorded is detailed in the charts below:
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Parliamentary General Election 2020 – Final Statement on Election Day
Final information on the types, perpetrating parties and locations of the incidents CMEV has
recorded is detailed in the charts below:

81

82

Summary of Election Day Incidents by Electoral Division
NOTE. This table provides detail on noteworthy incidents only, and as such there may be slight discrepancies between the numbers indicated on the “No. Of
Incidents Reported at Electoral Division” column and the number of incidents listed in the “Details of Incident” column. In addition, only those electoral divisions
with such incidents are listed here; each electoral district has more electoral divisions than is catalogued here.

Electoral Division

Total No.
Of
Registered
Voters

No. Of
Polling
Centres

Colombo
Dehiwala

1709209
63277

1168
39

Kesbewa

183650

123

Colombo East

68805

45

No. Of
No. Of
Incidents
Polling
Reported
Centres
At Electoral
Monitored
Division

178

Details of Incident

9
1 Temporary Shed at Sri Mangalarama Viharaya, Kawdana Aththidiya Road,
Dehiwala (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that card with the name and number of SLPP
candidates Danasiri Amarasinghe, Madura Withanege and R.D.A Ranaka,
printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 4.30 am.
Pre-School Building of Katuwawala Parama Dhamma Vishuddharama
3 Viharasthanaya, Katuwawala, Boralesgamuwa - Hall No. 02 (80)
It was reported to the CMEV that the “To Polling station” notice boards near
the polling station lacked the Sinhala language at 8.20 am.
Sri Saddhananda Buddhist Temple - Bangalawaththa (No. 56)
IT was reported to CMEV that three individuals recognized as Randima, Asela
and Jayantha had taken Selfie photos with the ballot paper during the voting
procedure and were subsequently arrested by officers of Piliyandala Police.
Party affiliation was not identified.
1 Tempory Shed of the Poorvarama Temple, Poorvarama Road, Kirulapone,
Colombo 05 (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the name and number of Upuruasiri
Wickramasinghe, UNP candidate, printed on those were scattered in the vicinity
of the polling station at 6.02 am.
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Homagama
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132

Colombo North

94192

62

Gampaha
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1173
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Kelaniya

155

15
1

94
96491

3 President’s College, Homagama - Hall No. (No. 01)
It was reported to CMEV that a police officer had prevented CMEV Mobile
Observers from entering the polling station whilst allowing PAFFREL and CAFFE
teams to enter at 8.45 am.
Preaching Hall of Indrarama Viharasthanaya, Watareka, Padukka - Hall
No. 01 (No. 10)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were receiving calls from an individual with
the phone number; 0711673121, influencing those to vote for the SLPP
candidate Thilanga Sumuthipala at 8.26 am.
Main Hall of Homagama Maha Vidyalaya, Homagama
Hall No. (01) (No. 71)
It was reported to CMEV that a police officer had prevented CMEV Mobile
Observers from entering the polling station vicinity whilst allowing PAFFREL and
CAFFE teams to enter at 9.23 am.
Panagoda Sri Parakrama Maha Vidyalaya, Homagama
(No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle (Bearing registered No. KX 6869) with
the sticker of Premanath C. Dollawatte with his candidate number pasted on it
was in the vicinity of the polling station at 1.31 pm.
1 Darma Jayanthi's Pre School of Habour, Colombo 13 - Hall No.01 / Darma
Jayanthi's Pre School of Habour, Colombo 13, - Hall No.02 (No. 47 & 49)
It was reported to CMEV that a vehicle with a sticker of SJB candidate Krishantha
Yogadas Ram passed on it was in the vicinity of the polling station at 12.50 pm
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Marapola Maha Vidyalaya (31)
It was reported to CMEV that an SPO in the polling station had attempted to
influence a voter to vote for candidate number 15 at 11.34 am.
1 Pilapitiya President College, Kelaniya (58)
It was reported to CMEV that an individual in police uniform bearing no name
or identification had been informing how to mark their vote and to put it in the
ballot box.
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Katana

159112

106

Divulapitiya

116171

81

Pilapitiya President College, Kelaniya (58)
It was reported to CMEV that Police SI’s do not have to wear identification
numbers as they can be identified by the black belt they wear from shoulder to
waist at 9;30 am.
1 St. Joseph Secondary Junior School, Kandawala – Hall No. 01 (No. 18)
It was reported to CMEV that cards bearing SJB Logo with the name and
number of Vijith Vijayamuna were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station.
5 Sanasa Hall, Akaragama West (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV that cards bearing the SJB logo and name and number
of Ajith Mannepperuma were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at
11.02 am.
Roman Catholic Junior School, Pahala Madampalla - (No. 32)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the SLPP logo as well as the name and
number of candidate Prasanna Ranatunga printed on those were scattered in
vicinity to the polling station at 10.16 am.
Badalgama Sri Saranathissa Junior School (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that a car (Bearing Registration No. WP CBC 6614) had
arrived near the police station with two individuals who had distributed cards
with the SLPP symbol with candidate number 15 printed on those at 11.56 am.
Godigamuwa Maha Vidyalaya, Akaragama (No. 27)
It was to CMEV that two individuals had been pasting posters on lampposts
bearing the NPP logo and the names of Vijitha Herath and Mahinda Jayatissa
in vicinity to the polling station at 11.28 am.
Preaching Hall of Sri Sudarmarama Purana Viharaya, Mahagama Halpe
(No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the names and candidate numbers of
Prasanna Ranatunga, Indika Aruna, Kokila Harshana printed on those were
scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 2.20 pm.
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Negombo

112844

78

Dompe

125383
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2 Sri Sugatharama Viharaya, Thimbirigaskatuwa - (No. 03)
It was reported to CMEV that n cards with the name and number of Kavinda
Jayawardhena, SJB candidate, printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of
the polling station at 7.45 am.
Sri Sugatharama Viharaya, Thimbirigaskatuwa - (No. 03
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the name and the preferential number
of Kavinda Jayawardhena, SJB candidate, were scattered in the vicinity of the
poling centre at around 7.45 am.
Preaching Hall of Angurukaramulla Abeysekararama Viharaya (Punchi
Pansala), Negombo - (No. 65)
It was reported to CMEV that an individual allegedly identified as Dayal Thilanga
destributed cards with the name of SLPP Gamapaha candidate No. 6 printed on
those and was subsequently arrested by police at 2.09 pm.
4 Bandaranayakepura Primary School - (No. 19)
It was reported to CMEV that the SLPP candidate with preferential number 20
distributed cards with the party symbol and his candidate number printed on
those in the vicinity of the polling station.
Rural Development Society Hall, Ganihigama North - (No. 06)
It was reported to the CMEV that a female individual distributed Rambuttan
alongside the SLPP card with SLPP candidate preferential numbers printed on
those that in proximity to the polling station at 12.40 pm.
Tharala Sirikurusa Junior School (No. 85)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the SLPP party logo and name and
number of Lalantha Gunesekera and K. Meril printed on those were scattered
in the vicinity of the polling station at 9.55 am.
Dekatana Pathmawathi Central College - (No. 32)
It was reported to CMEV that two individuals distributed hand bills with the
SLPP logo printed on those in the vicinity of the polling station at 11.12 am.
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Kaluthara
Horana
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Panadura
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64

Kalutara
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65

Beruwala

126292

66

102

8
1 Kananwila Sri Sugathapala Model Junior School - (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the name and number of SLPP
candidate Vidura Wickramanayake printed on those were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station at 07.31 am.
2 Preaching Hall of Mahindarama Viharaya, Wadduwa –
(No. 44)
It was reported to the CMEV that cards with the NPP name and logo printed on
those were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 9.00 pm on the 04th
night of August 2020.
1 Preaching Hall of Sri Suvisuddarama Viharaya - Gamagoda. - Hall No. 01
(Male) – (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP candidate Sujith Ratnayake had SMS people
in the town to vote for SLPP candidate numbers 8, 13 and 6 at 7.30 am.
4 Samudradevi Balika Junior School, Payagala - (No. 07)
It was reported to the CMEV that in proximity to the polling station 1x2 poster
the SJB candidate Ajith P. Perera’s preferential number, picture and party
symbol was displayed at 1.15 pm.
I.L.M. Samsudeen Vidyalaya, Mahagoda - (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the UNP party symbol and candidate’s
preferential number 10 printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of the
polling station at 10.20 am.
Samudradevi Balika Junior School, Payagala (No. 07)
It was reported to the CMEV that in proximity to the polling station that cards
bearing the SLPP symbol had been scattered at 1.51 pm.
I.L.M. Samsudeen Vidyalaya, Mahagoda - (No. 62)
It was reported CMEV that cards bearing the SJB Kaluthara district candidates
of whom the preferential numbers were 3, 7 and 10 were scattered in vicinity
to the polling station at 10.15 am.
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Kurunegala
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Paduwasnuwara
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Dambadeniya
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72

Hiriyala
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26
1 Panagamuwa Annoor Central College - Hall No.01 - (No.36)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidate Dayasiri
Jayasekara were scatered near a communication located near the polling
station.
2 Death Donation Society Hall, Ihala Gokarella (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that a SLPP supporter wearing a red mask with the
initials of Mahinda Rajapakshe printed on it arrived at the polling station.
Namal Anga Maha Vidyalaya (No.27)
It was reported to CMEV that the voter was not complied with maintaining the
social distance as per the COVID- 19 and did not obey the health inspectors.
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2 Mahindodaya Maha Vidyalaya, Hettipola (No. 08)
It was reported to CMEV that some of the supporters (Party unidentified)
influenced the voters within a ½ KM distance to the polling station.
Kamburapola Model Junior School (No. 31)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters influenced the voters at the
polling station to vote for the candidates by stating their numbers (No. 3, No.
9 and No. 17).
Madulla Maha Vidyalaya (No. 02)
It was reported to CMEV that the Paduwasnuwara Co-operative chairperson
had thrown small cards with the candidate numbers printed on those (By using
the Vehicle No. NW WD 5087).
Dambadeniya Central College (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidate Dayasiri
Jayasekara were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station.
Carpentry Training Institute of Small Industries Department, Bujjomuwa
(No. 36)
It was reported to CMEV that the SLPP symbol and the candidate number of
Samanpriya Herath was drawn on the road near the polling station.
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Dambadeniya Central College (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of UNP candidates (No. 1 –
Akila Viraj Kariyawasam, No. 8 – M.S. Shahabdeen, No. 13 – Bharatha
Tennakoon) were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station.
Dambadeniya Central College (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidates (No. 17 –
Mahinda Rajapakshe and No. 18 – Shantha Bandara ) were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Madawala Junior School ( No.31)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidates (No. 13 D.B.Herath and No. 17 - Mahinda Rajapakshe) were scattered in the vicinity of
the polling station.
Rathanalankara Maha Vidyalaya, Alawwa (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the UNP candidate Bharatha
Thennakoon’s preferential number printed on those were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Unagolla Junior School (No.24)
It was reported to CMEV that Kulasiri, a Member of the Pradeshiya Sabha of
SLPP influenced the voters inside the polling station to vote those.
Kobeigane Sri Parakkrama National School (No.60)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP Pradeshiya Sabha members including Suresh
Warnasooriya, had lighted firecrackers near the polling station (within 50
meters’ distance).
Nikaweratiya Jayanthi Navodya Central College (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that a van (Vehicle Registration No. NW PI 1784)
pasted SLPP candidate Johnston Fernando’s candidate number on it was
observed parked near the polling station.
Paragahadeniya National School Hall No. 01 (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of a SLPP candidate
(Jayarathne Herath) were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station.
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Aththarik Muslim Vidyalaya, Thorayaya (No.48)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidates (Asanka
Samithajeewa Nawarathne and Mahinda Rajapakshe) were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Paragahadeniya National School (No. 6)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of a SJB candidate (A.J. Mohamed Rizwy)
with his candidate number, party logo and his photo were displayed in close
proximity to the polling stations.
Paragahadeniya National School (No. 6)
It was reported to CMEV that posters with SJB candidate’s ( No.14 -Nalin
Bandara Jayamaha) photo, number and the party logo, were displayed in front
of the polling station.
Paragahadeniya National School (No. 6)
It was reported to CMEV that small cards with numbers and photos of the SLPP
candidates. (No. 12 – Johnston Fernando, No. 02- Anura Kamal Perera and No.
17 – Mahinda Rajapakshe) printed on those were distributed near the polling
station.
C.W.W. Kannangara Maha Vidyalaya, Mallawapitiya (No.37)
It was reported to CMEV that some vehicles were displaying a SLPP candidate’s
(No. 11 – Jayarathna Herath) number and SLPP logo near the polling station.
(Vehicle Nos. WP/AH- 4652, WP KG 3582, NW CBI 4956)
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Bamunakotuwa Isipathana Central College (No.35)
It was reported to CMEV that some of the supporters of an unidentified political
party influenced the voters by standing in front of the gate. (SPO took action
to send those from the premises with the help of the police officers, after the
CMEV team informed him regarding the incident)
Later, it was reported to CMEV that the Wariyapola Pradeshiya Sabha Chair
Person engaged in canvassing in close proximity to the polling station.
90

Puttalam
Puttalam

614370
151963

409
91

92

15
5

Pu/ Rishad Bathiudeen Maha Vidyalaya, Al-Qassimi City,Ratmalyaya Hall
No. 02 (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Ali Sabry Raheem (Muslim Jathika
Sandhanaya) destributed cash to voters while traveling by a car (Registration
No. WPCAF 6265).
Pu/ Rishad Bathiudeen Maha Vidyalaya, Al-Qassimi City,Ratmalyaya Hall
No. 02 (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that cards denoting Abdul Ali Sabry Mohamed
Raheem’s (Muslim Jathika Sandhanaya) candidate number, were scattered in
vicinity of the polling station.
Pu/ Rishad Bathiudeen Maha Vidyalaya, Al-Qassimi City,Ratmalyaya Hall
No. 02 (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that Abdul Ali Sabry, a candidate of Muslim Jathika
Sandhanaya tried to give money to the three wheel drivers to provide transport
to the voters.
Three wheel nos. 206-8977, 20-1-9766, 202-733
Pu/ Kalpitiya Al-Aqsa National School - Hall No. 01 (No. 82)
Stating in the Facebook that they (Muslim Jathika Sandhanaya) will be getting
votes, by standing in front of the polling station. (ACMC Kalpitiya FB Page)
Pu/Kal / Ulukkapallam Muslim Maha Vidyalaya - ( No. 60)
It was reported to CMEV that the voters’ non-compliance with maintaining
social distance as per the COVID- 19 health guidelines.
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Pu/ Rishad Bathiudeen Maha Vidyalaya, Al-Qassimi City,Ratmalyaya Hall
No. 02 (No. 54)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Ali Sabry Raheem (Muslim Jathika
Sandhanaya) distributed money while traveling by a car. (No. WPCAF 6265)
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Pu/Pallama Nandimithra Navodya Central College (No. 51)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with name and symbol of Rohan Prithiviraj
candidate with the pictures of Mahinda Rajapakshe and Gotabaya Rajapakshe
printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station.
Siyambalagaswewa Community Hall (No. 43)
It was reported that a light blue van (Vehicle Registration No. CAD 4679)
influenced voters by staying in close proximity to the polling station.
Pu/Pallama Nandimithra Navodya Central College (No.51)
Displaying posters of SLPP candidates (Preferential No. 2 – Arundika Fernando,
No. 7 – Chinthaka Mayadunne and No. 5 – Jagath Priyankara) in close proximity
to the polling station.
Pu/ Kalewewa Wijaya Maha Vidyalaya (No. 80)
It was reported to CMEV that the UNP candidate Palitha Range Bandara and his
influenced the voters at the polling station by discussing about the election.
Pu/Amakuliya Junior School (No.89)
It was reported to CMEV that a person not identified his party affiliation
provided transport facilities to the voters (By a Toyota vehicle bearing vehicle
registration No. 254-0627).
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Siyambalagaswewa Community Hall (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that the polling station was a small place and the
voters did not maintained social distance as per the COVID-19 health
guidelines.
Pu/Pallama Nandimithra Navodya Central College (No.51)
It was reported to CMEV that Gamini Wadigamangawa, brother of Ashoka
Wadigamangawa (SJB Candidate) distributed small cards with the candidate’s
number (No. 05) printed on those in the vicinity of the polling station.
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Pannala Vidyalaya Hall No. 02, Ihala Pannala (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of C.B. Rathnayake of SLPP
(Preferential number 02) had come inside the Hall No. 02 of Pannala Vidyalaya
Polling Station drunk and misbehaved in front of election officers causing those
discomfort at 8.30 am.
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Kalaiwani Tamil Maha Vidyalaya, Lewalenwatta - No. 02
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) and Anuradha Jayarathna (Preferential Number 2) of
SLPP influenced the voters near Kalawani Tamil Maha Vidyalaya at 10.30 am.
Wickramabahu National School, Maryawatte B Colony - No.73
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter belonging to SLPP influenced voters
to vote for Hasitha Ekanayake (Preferential Number 1) and Dilum Amunugama
(Preferential Number 3) near the polling station.

St. Joseph’s Girls’ School, Hall No. 02, Kadugannawa Road, Gampola
- No.83
It was reported to CMEV that a group led by Pradeshiya Sabha member
Dhammika and 10 others influenced voters near St. Joseph's Girls School
polling station at 11.00 am.
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Maha / Gam / St. Mary’s College, Ambagamuwa Road, Nawalapitiya No.72
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station at 7.30 am.

Nawalapitiya Central College, Hall No.1, Bawwagama, Nawalapitiya
- No.46
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station.
Ikram Muslim Maha Vidyalaya, Hall No.1, Ulapane, Gampola - No.32
It was reported to CMEV that a voter registered at Ikram Muslim Maha
Vidyalaya, identified as Indika Sarath Bandara of 699/2 Bogolla Janapadhaya,
Ulapane had gone to vote and it had already been casted by someone else.
Nawalapitiya Junior Girls’ School, Hall No. 1, Zoysakele Road - No.73/74
It was reported to CMEV that a former urban councilor allegedly identified as
Babu and a lady identified as Padmini influenced the voters in the vicinity of
the polling station.
Meepitiya Vocational Training Centre, Meepitiya, Nawalapitiya No.57
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station at 9.00 am.

Maha/ Rambukpitiya Maha Vidyalaya, Rambukpitiya, Nawalapitiya
- No.59
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP along with Urban Council Member name
identified as Chaminda of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station 9.00 am.
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Mapakanda Junior School, Mapakanda North, Nawalapitiya - No.65
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of
the polling station 9.00 am.

St. Androos’ Girl’s College, Hall No.1, Gampola Road, Nawalapitiya
- No.69
It was reported to CMEV that some supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station at 8.50 am.

Wallahagoda Thakshila College, Hall No.1, Wallahagoda, Gampola No.25/26
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP influenced the voters in the vicinity of the
polling station at 10.00 am.

St. Androos’ Girl’s College, Hall No.1, Gampola Road, Nawalapitiya
- No. 69/70
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) of SLPP distributed hand-outs near Nawalapitiya
railway station closely located at the polling station10.30 am.

Maha /Gam /Imbulpitiya Junior School Hall No 1, IDH, Bawwagama,
Nawalapitiya. (No. 48/49)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of Mahindananda Aluthgamage
(Preferential Number 6) identified as Ranjan Sinnathambi was distributing
hand-outs with the number 6 printed on those at 10.45 am.
Alugolla Junior School, Alugolla, Dolosbhage – (No. 3)
It was reported to CMEV that two laborers allegedly identified as M.U.
Sumanadasa and one more person employed by the Grama Niladhari
influenced voters to vote for Mahindananda Aluthgamage (Preferential
Number 6) of SLPP at 11.00am.
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Nawalapitiya Central College, Hall No.1, Bawwagama, Nawalapitiya No.46
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Pannil threatened and influenced
voters to vote for SLPP near the Kovil located in close proximity to the polling
station.
Nawalapitiya Central College, Hall No.2, Bawwagama, Nawalapitiya No.51
It was reported to CMEV that a person named R.M. Rohana Kumara was
arrested for taking a photo of the ballot paper at the Nawalapitiya Central
College polling station at 7.21 am.
Yatinuwara

86599

68

2

Swarnajothi National School, Hall No.1, Kiribathkumbura (01)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets depicting the SLPP symbol were scattered
in the vicinity of the polling station at 2.30 pm
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K/Denu Kurukuththala Muslim Maha Vidyalaya Hall No. 1, Kurukuththala
- No.64
It was reported to CMEV that a group of 20 people with vehicles influenced
voters at 12.20 pm.
K/Denu Sri Revatha Vidyalaya, Elpitiya Janapadaya - No.58
It was reported to CMEV that an independent group candidate namely Sameera
Lakshan Piyaneth, preferential number 2, destributed handouts of SLPP
Candidate Keheliya Rabukwella (Preferential Number 10) in the vicinity of the
polling station and susbsequently the Police have immediately stopped it.
K/Denu Lagamuwa Maha School, Lagamuwa, Kadugannawa - No.61
It was reported to CMEV that a SLPP cutout displayed in a junction close to
Lagamuwa Maha Vidyalaya polling station around 12.25 pm.
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Sri Kheththarama Viharaya, Thalagune - No. 15
It was reported to CMEV that a Toyota Hiace Van with its registered number
57-0417 transported around 12 to 15 voters at 12.20 pm.
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Jame Ul Azhar Central Collage,Hall No.1, Udathalawinna Madige
Hall No 1/2 (18 & 19)
It was Reported to the CMEV that poster advertisements had been pasted to
lamp-posts depicting the image of Lohan Rackwanne as well as his candidate
number (Preferential Number 13) in the vicinity of the polling station at 10.30
am.
Al - Sfa Muslim Vidyalaya,Doragomuwa Road - No.20
It was reported to CMEV that handouts of SLPP candidates Lohan (Preferential
Number 13), Sarath Ekanayake (Preferential Number 15) and Aadam Faris
(Preferential Number 7) were scattered near the polling station at 11.30 am.
Al - Sfa Muslim Vidyalaya,Doragomuwa Road (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV that in the vicinity of the polling station, promotional
posters for the Frontline Socialist Party had been pasted on lampposts at 10.30
am.
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Digampataha Government Junior School - Digampataha
Hall No.01/02– (No. 103/104)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Janaka Bandara (Preferential
Number 4) and Pramitha Bandara (Preferential Number 5) of SLPP influenced
the voters near Digampathana Government Junior School polling station at
8.30 am.
Owilikanda Primary School - Katuattamada - No.06
It was reported to CMEV that a group has come close to the polling station and
scatered some handouts belonging to SLPP Samantha Dharmasena
(Preferential Number 7) with his name and number printed on those at 7.50 am.
97

Export Agricultural Department (Research Center) - Temporary Hut Wariyapola watta - No.15
It was reported to CMEV that a set of handouts belonging to Janaka
(Preferential Number 4) and Pramitha (Preferential Number 5) has been
dropped close to the polling station in Raththtoa Wariyapola Area.
Udupihilla Sri Saranankara Government Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No.01 Udupihilla - No.08
It was reported to CMEV that a set of handouts with name/number belonging
to SLPP Rohana Disanayake (Preferential Number 6) were scattered around the
polling station.

Redbanagama Praja Salawa - Redbanagama - No.13
It was reported to CMEV that Candidate A.M Nakif (Preferential Number 4) of
Independent Group No. 3, had arrived at the polling station with his name and
number mentioned on the vehicle. The police immediately removed the vehicle
from the premises around 9.00 am.
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Hettimulla New Maha Vidyalaya (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Roshan Awantha (Ape Janabala Pakshaya) printed on those were
scatted near (within 50 Meters) the entrance road of Polling Station at 6.55 a.m.
Hungampola Maha Vidyalaya (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Sandith Amarasinghe (UNP) printed on them were scatted near the
Moronthota Bridge at around 7.35 a.m.
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Hettimulla New Maha Vidyalaya (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Wasudewa Nanayakkara and Pavithra Wanniarachhi (SLPP) printed on
those were scatted near the Polling Station at 6.53 a.m.
Hungampola Maha Vidyalaya (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Kanaka Herath (SLPP) printed on those were scatted near the polling
station7.35 a.m.
Hungampola Maha Vidyalaya (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Ajith Kumara Senevirathna and Lalith handra Buddisiri Dissanayake of
SJB printed on those were scatted near the Moronthota Bridge close to the
polling station at 7.35 a.m.
Puwakdeniya Junior School (No. 4)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Raajika Wikramasinghe of SLPP printed on those were scatted near
(within 100 Meters) the Kegalle Puwakdeniya junction close to the polling
station at 6.40 a.m.
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Waduwawala Junior School (No. 60)
It was reported to CMEV that a person who distributed pens named as “RS 8”
was arrested by police near the polling station.
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Hapugammana Funeral Welfare Society Hall (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that a party representative (Party not given) provided
hand sanitizers to voters coming arriving at the polling station and guiding
those at around 1.46 p.m.
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Matthamagoda Rathnawali Maha Vidyalaya (No. 08)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Kanaka Herath and Raajika Wickramasinghe (SLPP) printed on those
were scatted near (within 500 Meters) the polling station at 7.33 a.m.
Thannimale Buddhist Center (No. 05)
It was reported to CMEV that the absence of keeping one-meter distance and
non-compliance with COVID-19 health guidelines at 8.45 a.m.
Thannimale Buddhist Center (No. 05)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Ajith Shyaminda (SLPP) printed on those were scatted near the polling
station at 8.45 a.m.
Preaching Hall of Elipangamuwa Sri sobitharama Viharaya (No. 29)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidates numbers and party
symbols of (UNP- No.12, SJB- No. 01 and 05, SLPP- No. 07) displayed within
300 meters’ radius from polling station at around 9.20 a.m.
Warakapola Buddhist School (No. 56)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with SLPP and UNP candidate’s
preferential numbers and party symbols printed on those were displayed within
50-100 meters’ radius from polling station at around 8.20 a.m.
R/Damahana Maha Vidyalaya (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of Heshan Withanage (SJB) wearing
a T-Shirt with the photo of Heshan Withanage printed on that made himself
dispalyed near the entrance road of the polling station at 8.46 a.m
R/Damahana Maha Vidyalaya (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of Heshan Withanage (SJB) wearing
a T-Shirt contain the photo of Heshan Withanage stands near the entrance road
of the Polling Station at around 8.46 a.m.
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R/Pettigala Tamil Vidyalaya (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that the Member of Pradeshiya Sabha Jayakumar
Wijekumar and his group influenced the voters to vote for SJB near (within 50
Meters) the polling station at 12.27 p.m.
R/Ellapola Maha Vidyalaya (No. 10)
It was reported to CMEV that a candidate waving the national flag and try to
promote his candidate number (Preferential Number 01 but party not
identified) using SG-CAR 7017 land cruiser vehicle parking near the polling
station at 12.50 p.m. However, after arrival of CMEV vehicle, they have moved
with their supporters from that place.
R/Balangoda C.C.Tamil Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No.01 (No. 03)
It was reported to CMEV that a voter bearing NIC No. 970591770V was
informed by the officials of the polling station that someone had already voted
under that NIC number. Finally, he was given a dual ballet paper for voting after
getting a statement. He lodged a complaint to Election Commission in this
regard. This was reported at around 10.50 a.m.
Preaching Hall of Meddekanda Sri Paramanandaramaya
(No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that the absence of keeping one-meter distance and
non-compliance with COVID 19 guidelines at around 10.05 a.m.
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R/Karawita National School (No. 05)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Malith Kulathilaka (UNP) were scatted near the Polling Station and a
vehicle bearing registration number NWLH 3085 and three more vehicles
belong to him (showing his stickers) were parked near the polling station at
around 10.20 a.m.
Bodhiraja Community Centre,Niriella Watta,Lower Division. (No. 07)
It was reported to CMEV that the absence of keeping one-meter distance and
non-compliance with COVID-19 health guidelines at around 11.10 a.m.
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R/Pebotuwa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 03)
It was reported to CMEV that the absence of keeping one-meter distance and
non-compliance with COVID-19 health guidelines at around 9.40 a.m.
R/Kalawana Central College – Hall No. 01 and 02
(No. 28 and 29)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Thapassara Muhandiramlage Hasitha Samantha (UNP) were scatted
near the polling station at around 8.10 a.m.
R/Kukulegama Vidyalaya (No. 22)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Wanniarachchi Pavithra Devi (SLPPP) printed on those were scatted
near the polling station at around 7.15 a.m.
R/Kolonna National School Primary Section (No. 84)
It was reported to CMEV that the absence of keeping one-meter distance and
non-compliance with COVID-19 health guidelines at around 10.30 a.m.
R/Thibolketiya Vidyalaya (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that a voter bearing NIC No. 196301903460 was
informed by the polling station that someone has already voted under that NIC
number. However, He was at the office in the morning period. Finally, he was
given a dual ballet paper for voting after getting a statement. This was reported
at around 3.01 p.m.
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R/Morathota Vidyalaya (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV that the Vehicle bearing the No. CAM 1675 and two
more vehicles belong to Athula Kumara Rahubadda (SLPP) (showing his name
and number) ride near the polling station time to time at around 12.11 p.m.
R/Kattange Pangnarathana (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards with candidate number, symbol of the
party of Malith Kulathilaka (UNP) printed on those were scatted near the
entrance of the polling station and it is identified that there was a small
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discussion (chat) with voters by another party representative at around 12.55
p.m.
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V/Aruviththoddam Sivananda Vidyalaya (No. 135)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with preferential number 6 candidate of
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi, Mr. Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam’s number and
party symbol were scatered in front of the polling stations at 07.30am.
V/Katpahapuram Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 31)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the Eelam People’s Democratic
Party (EPDP) forced voters to vote for the above party in the vicinity of the
polling station at 9.22am.
V/Kaththarsinnakulam Government Tamil Mixed School
(No. 93)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Abdul Rizhaak Bathiudeen
Candidate No. 01 of Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) forced voters to vote for
him in front of the polling station at 9.10am.
V/Sivapuram Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 32)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Mr. Khadar Khadar Masthan,
Candidate No. 04 of SLPP influenced voters to vote for him in front of the
aforementioned polling station at 10.10am.
V/Adaikala Annai Vidyalaya (No. 125)
It was reported to CMEV that when Nagendran Pathmavathy (NIC
195580602991) went to the polling station she was told that her polling card
number had been given to someone else, and was requested to cast her vote
in another polling card number. The voter requested her polling card, and
thereby left the polling station without casting her vote.
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V/Piramanalankulam Vigneshwara Vidyalaya (No. 133)
It was reported to CMEV that M. P. Nadaraj, the candidate with preferential
number 01 of Independent Group No. 5 forced voters to vote for him in front
of the polling station at 08.24am.
Mu/Keppappilavu G.T.M. School (No. 113)
It was reported to CMEV that the brother of Thavarasa Sasirohan, candidate
with preferential number 4 of the Social Democratic Party of Tamils distributed
alcohol to voters near the polling station at 12.45am.
Mn/ Aligar Madhya Maha Vidyalaya, Vidathaltheevu (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of persons whose party affiliation not
identified attempted to influence voters at 11.45am.
Mn/ Kaddaiyadampan Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Madhu Road
(No. 57)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP had arranged two Vans
(GY 3732 and NP GP 2320) for voters of the aforementioned polling station at
10.17am.
Mn/ Kaddaiyadampan Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Madhu Road
(No. 57)
Supporters of the Tamil Makkal Thesiya Kuutani had arranged a three wheeler
(ABO 5714) to transport voters to the polling station.
J/ Vigneswara College, Karaveddy (Hall No. 01) (No. 07)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party had
arranged vehicles for the transportation of voters and forced those to vote for
the above party at 12.20pm.
Navalar Cultural Hall, Aththiady, Jaffna (No. 20)
It was reported to the CMEV that the shop owner of Multi Trader Centre,
located near the polling station distributed money to the public. There were
approximately 25-30 persons in front of the shop at 10.50am.
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Osmaniya College, Jaffna (Hall No 02) (No30)
It was reported to the CMEV that 200 campaign posters of the candidate with
preferential number 1, Angajan Ramanathan Sri Lanka Freedom Party with his
photograph, party symbol and number were pasted near the Jaffna Osmaniya
College, Navanthurai Kaathi Abubakkar Road and near the Jaffna Navanthurai
RCG TNS. (Navanthurai Roman Catholic Government Tamil Mixed- Polling
Station No. 27). It was also reported that supporters of Angajan Ramanathan
arrived in vehicle No. NP BBT 1319 (Black Van) at 12. 30pm.
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Puliyankoodal Weaving Centre (No. 47)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets mentioning candidate Tharalingan
Siththarththa with preferential number 6 and candidate Balachandran
Kajatheepan with preferential number 7 of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi
printed on those were scattered in front of the polling station at 6am.
Karampon Shanmuganatha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Eelam People’s Democratic Party
distributed cool drinks for the voters influencing those to vote for the EPDP,
near the polling centres 1.30pm.
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Neervely Attiaar Hindu College (Hall No. 1) (No. 28)
It was reported to the CMEV that leaflets with Candidate numbers and party
symbols of Tharmalingam Sitharththan-Candidate No. 06 and Balachandran
Kajatheepan-Candidate No. 07 of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi printed on
those were scattered in front of the afore mentioned polling station at 7.58am.
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Maravanpulo Sakalakalavalli Vidyalaya (No. 11)
It was reported to the CMEV at 9.30am that a private bus from Kodikamam
provided transport to the voters by a vehicle bearing its registration number
NP 60-1059. (Party affiliation not identified)
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Kalvayal Srisanmuganantha Vidyalaya (No. 19)
It was reported to CMEV that Arunthavapalan Kandiah, Candidate No. 2 of the
Tamil Makkal Thesiya Kuutani (TMTK) distributed pens with his name and
candidate number printed on those in front of the polling station at 10.10am.
Navatkuli Maha Vidyalaya (Hall No 01),
Navatkuli Maha Vidyalaya (Hall No. 02) (No. 7 and 8)
It was reported to CMEV that Muthulah Soorious preferential number 3, a
candidate of Independent Group No. 4 distributed printed caps to voters near
the polling station at 10.40am.
Vaddukkoddai

50441

47

1

Vaddukoddai Jaffna College (No. 29)
It was reported to the CMEV that Eswarapatham Saravanapavan Candidate with
preferential number 04 of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK) destributed pens
with his name and candidate numbers printed on those in front of the polling
station at 10am.
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Mulangavil Maha Vidyalaya (No. 84)
It was reported to the CMEV that campaign posters of the candidate
Chandrakumar Murugesu with preferential number 03 of Independent Group 5
were pasted near the polling station along with his photograph at 7.44am.
Ramanathapuram West Government Tamil Mixed School
(No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that handbills belonging to the EPDP and Candidate’s
preferential number 10 of the TNA were displayed within 250 metre radius from
the polling stations at 10.41am.
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Valaippadu Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School (No. 87)
It was reported to the CMEV that a person identified as Thaya, a supporter of
Independent Group No. 3 distributed alcohol to voters and forcing those to
vote for the above party, near the polling station at 10.35am.
Kandawalai Maha Vidyalaya (No. 54)
It was reported to the CMEV that chits with the candidate number and party
symbol, being candidate’s preferential number 10 of the TNA displayed within
50 metres from the polling station at12.17pm.
Skanthapuram No 01 Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 4)
It was reported to the CMEV at 8.40am that supporters of Independent Group
No. 5 forced voters to vote for the above Independent Group in front of the
polling station.
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T/MU/Sampoor Maha Vidyalaya, Sampoor West, Mutur Hall No. 01/ Hall
No. 02 (No. 27, 28)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflet/bill cards with Priyantha Perera Candidate
No. 04 of SLPP printed on those were scattered near the gate of the polling
station (within 1km). The candidate number and party symbol were painted in
the school grounds through which voters were accessing the polling station to
cast their votes at 03.30pm.

T/MU/Kadatkaraichenai Government Tamil Mixed Vidyalaya, Mutur (No.
22)
It was reported to the CMEV that supporters/friends of Priyantha Perera
Candidate No. 4 of SLPP were constructing a road leading to the polling station
and influencing voters within 3km of it at 09.30am.
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Seruwila
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T/MU/Al-Mannar Vidyalaya, Mutur- Hall No. 01 (No. 3)
T/MU/Al-Mannar Vidyalaya, Mutur- Hall No. 02 (No. 4)
A group of Samagi Jana Balawegaya supporters arrived at the
aforementioned polling station and disturbed and influenced the voters by
loudly telling people to vote for the SJB. These persons arrived in a threewheeler (Bearing registration number ABA 5631) several times to the
polling station.
T/MU/Asraff Vidyalaya, Mutur - Hall No.01 No. 01 (No. 5)
T/MU/Asraff Vidyalaya, Mutur- Hall No. 02 (No. 6)
Supporters of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress destributed pens and masks
for voters, opposite the polling centres. When asked, they have responded
saying they are distributing pens to their relatives. Furthermore, persons
distributing pens influenced voters to cast their votes to Muhamedu Shariff
Thowfeek and S.M. Mohamed Nawas, Candidates of whom the preferential
numbers were 5 and 7 respectively of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya.
T/MU/Kadatkaraichenai Government Tamil Mixed Vidyalaya, Mutur
(No. 22)
It was reported to the CMEV that supporters/friends of Priyantha Perera,
preferential number 4 of SLPP were constructing a road leading to the
polling station, within 3km of it and influenced voters at 09.30am.
T/KN/Kantale Central College, Kantale (No. 41)
It was reported to the CMEV that candidate’s preferential number of
Athukoralage Pelawatthe Kapila Nuwan Athukorale, contesting from the
SLPP was painted on the road, within 500m of the polling station at
10.10am.
Sarana Welfare Society Hall, Kantale (No. 40)
It was reported to the CMEV that cards with the name, party symbol and
preferential number of Susantha Galgamuwa Punchinilame, (candidate’s
preferential number 7) of the SLPP printed on those were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station at 1.10pm.
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T/KN/Kantale Central College, Kantale (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that Candidate Number of Athukoralage
Pelawatthe Kapila Nuwan Athukorale, of SLPP was painted on the road,
within 500m of the polling station at 1.10 pm.
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AK/ Al Munawwara Vidyalaya, Sinna Puthukkudyiruppu
(No. 36)
It was reported to CMEV that around 5 people, supporters of M.S.M. Ansar
Candidate No. 6 of the National Congress were standing near the polling
station, telling people to vote for the National Congress at 09.50am.
AK/ Pottuvil Al Kalam Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01, Victor Thottam
(No. 50)
It was reported to the CMEV that the authorized party agent for M.S.M.
Ansar Candidate No. 6 of the National Congress MBA Rasheed was seated
inside the polling station without a pass from the Elections Commission.
He was also wearing a mask saying “Anson 6” in red print, which was the
candidate’s Business (Enterprise) name at 09.50am.
AK/ Pottuvil Dharul Falah Vidyalaya, Mathuranchenai, Pottuvil - 03
(No. 30)
It was reported to CMEV Magid Isak, affiliated with the SLPP, had allegedly
attacked two persons identified as Maisan and Safraz who having
sustained injuries were subsequently hospitalized to Pottuvil Hospital. The
incident took place at Jamaldeen Square between 02.20am- 02.30am.
KM/Nintavur Al-Ashraq National School - Hall No. 01, Nintavur-25
(No. 157)
It was reported to CMEV that Ahamedulebbe Muhamedu Nazeer
Candidate No. 4 of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya entered the
aforementioned polling station and spoke to the Senior Presiding Officer
at 4.20 pm and stayed unnecessarily inside the polling station.
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AK/ Pottuvil Al Hudha Muslim Vidyalaya, Victor Thoaddam (No. 49)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the M.S.M. Ansar Candidate
No. 06 of National Congress intimidated voters, asking those to vote for
him. This incident took place within 500m of the polling station and was
stopped by the police at 11.19am.
AM/Kotawehera Maha Vidyalaya, Kotawehera, Paragahakele (No.
136)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were brought in a lorry (LC 0704 Batta
Lorry) to cast their vote to Candidate No. 8 of Rukshan Malinda from the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna. Voters informed that the supporters of the
above candidate and SLPP had arranged transportation. This incident was
seen multiple times at the polling station at 11.20am onwards.
STR/Navithanveli Annamalai Maha Vidyalaya, Navithanveli Old
Village, Navithanveli 01 (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the Akhila Ilankai Tamil
Mahasabha (AITM) provided transport by three-wheelers influencing
voters to vote for the AITM at 01.30pm.
BT/Kudiyiruppu Junior School, Hall No. 01 (No. 14)
BT/Kudiyiruppu Junior School, Hall No. 02 (No. 15)
It was reported to the CMEV that the party symbol and number of
Kovinthan Karunakaram, preferential number 3 of Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi was sprayed with red paint on a bus stand at 9.50am.
BT/Al-HamraVidyalaya, Ollikkulam (No. 171)
It was reported to CMEV that Mohamed Musthafa Abdul Rahuman,
candidate’s preferential number 7 of the Samagi Jana Balawegaya and
supporters visited the polling station. It was noted that the candidate asked
the Senior Presiding Officer about the voter turnout at 3.00pm.

110

Jamiyullabreen Nursery, Kattankudy 6 West (Male) /
Muhsin Moulana Quraan Mathrasa, Kattankudy-06 West (Female)
(No. 156)
It was reported to the CMEV that voters were returning from the polling
station without casting their vote, as there was no safe place to keep
devices such as mobile phones at the polling station at 09.30am.
Kalkudah
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BT/Santhivelli Sithy Vinayagar Vidyalaya, Hall No. 02 (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that Punniyamoorthy, assistant to the Grama
Sewaka stayed inside the polling station and asked voters to cast their vote
to the Tamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal. Further, supporters of the TMVP
stayed within 500 metres of the polling station and influenced voters to
cast their vote to the TMVP at 12.45pm.
BT/Vinayagar Kiramam Alaimahal Vidyalaya, Sittandi, Hall No. 01 (No.
23)
BT/Vinayagar Kiramam Alaimahal Vidyalaya, Sittandi, Hall No. 02 (No.
23)
It was reported to CMEV that approximately 5-6 supporters of
Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan preferential number 8 candidate of the
Thamil Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal (TMVP) distributed cards with candidate’s
preferential number and the party symbol printed on those were
distributed and threatened voters to not vote for any other party between
the period of 10.00-10.15am.
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Sri Kalyana Dharma Ashramaya - Siribopura Part-03 (NO. 29)
It was reported to CMEV that approximately 15 supporters of SLPP
influenced the voters to vote for the SLPP by taking the voters aside and
indicated the preferential numbers to which they coax the voters to vote
for at 09.05am
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Punchiappujandura Community Centre - Punchiappujandura (No.
130)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of Chamal Rajapaksha of SLPP
influenced voters at the polling station. The supporters wore masks with
the candidates number was printed on those – and walked into the polling
station. The SPO asked those to remove their masks and they were
provided with new masks at 09.22am.
Community Centre at Koonwelena Sewa Piyasa - Koonwelena (No.
113)
It was reported to CMEV that there has been a verbal disagreement
between two close associates of Lunugamwehera Pradeshiya Sabha
president identified as T.M. Rachitha Dinesh- which subsequently led to a
larger conflict between the two groups. Two police officers arrived at the
scene and mitigated the clash at 12.08 pm.
Mulkirigala
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H/D. A. Rajapaksha Maha Vidyalaya - Medamulana (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV that there have been two supporters from the
SLPP who aggressively influenced voters to vote for the SLPP in the close
proximity to the polling station at 08.30am.
Preaching Hall of Sri Bodhimaluwa Viharaya - Brahmanayagama (No.
71)
It was reported to CEMV that there an event happened approximately 80
meters away from Mahinda Amaraweera’s (Former MP) wife’s house – the
voters were offered with cool drinks and influenced to vote for Mahinda
Amaraweera of SLPP at 10.00am.
Yakgasmulla Al Ameer Muslim Vidyalaya- Mullagoda (No.68)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with candidate and party numbers
printed on those were scattered near the polling station. The names and
numbers of the candidates were. Ajitha Rajapaksha and Kapila Disanayake
contested from the SLPP at 12.13pm.
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Makuluwalahena Junior School, Kananke Kadaweediya (No.64)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP have been arriving in
three-wheelers and influencing the voters to vote for the SLPP- they were
at the gate of the polling station and continued with this activity from
12.00pm onwards.
Galkaduwa Purana Viharaya, Imaduwa (No.62)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP had arrived in a few
vehicles (Vans) and influenced the voters to vote for the SLPP at 12.00pm.
Seewalee Primary Model School,Thal Aramba, Kamburugamuwa
(No.31)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP arrived in a three
wheeler bearing number AP 2333 and influenced voters to vote for
candidate ‘Weerasumana Weerasinghe’ (preferential number 06) of SLPP
at12.05pm.
Galkaduwa Purana Viharaya, Imaduwa (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP influenced voters to
vote for SLPP. The police were in the vicinity whilst this incident occurred.
It was reported that there were approximately 10 SLPP supporters in the
vicinity of the polling station at the time of this incident at 03.08pm.
Makuluwalahena Junior School, Kananke Kadaweediya (No.64)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP arrived in threewheelers and influenced the voters to vote for the SLPP- they were at the
gate of the polling station and continued with this activity at 12.00pm.
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Thal Aramba Sri Indrasara Maha Vidyalaya, Kamburugamuwa (No.30)
It was reported to CMEV that a person arrived in a blue three-wheeler
bearing number QL-2054 influenced voters to vote for candidates
Weerasumana Weerasignhe (preferential number 6) and Nipuna Ranawaka
(preferential number 7) of the SLPP at 10.10am.
Kumarathungu Munidas Maha Vidyalaya –
Hall No. 01, Dikwella (No. 49)
It was reported to CMEV that that Dallas Alhapperuma (preferential
number 3) and Kanchana Wijeysekara (preferential number 4) contested
from the SLPP distributed small cards with pictures of candidates printed
on those at the opposite the polling stations at 08.01am.
Sri Siddharamaya-Hall No 02, Pathegama, Kottagoda (No.35)
It was reported to CMEV that Ven. Pathegama Sri Siddharmaya Nayaka and
retired director of education, identified as Jayasena – influenced the voters
asking those to vote for Dallas Alahapperuma of the SLPP by showing
Dallas Alahapperuma’s as well as names and preferential numbers of other
candidates of the SLPP at 11.35am.
G/THAWALAMA VIDHYARAJA NATIONAL SCHOOL, THAWALAMA
(No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that a double cab with stickers indicating pictures
and preferential number of Sampath Athukorala (preferential number 20)
contested from the SLPP was at the premises of the polling station. The
vehicle also had the National flag on it. The vehicle was parked in the
premises until he casted his vote and left at 9.32 am.
Ashokarama Viharasthanaya, Pathegama East, Kottagoda (No.35)
It was reported to CMEV that Ven. Pathegama Nayaka Thero of Sri
Siddharmaya and retired director of education, identified as Jayasena –
have been taking the voters into the temple and asking those to vote for
Dallas Alahapperuma of the SLPP. Furthermore, supporters of the SLPP
have been showing Dallas Alahapperuma’s as well as names and
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preferential numbers of other candidates of the SLPP to the voters- and
influenced those to vote for those at 11.35am.
Sri Sudharmadhara Viharasthanaya, Wathtegama, Dikwella
(No.57)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters for Nipuna Ranawaka (preferential
number 7), Dallas Alhapperuma (preferential number 3) contested from the
SLPP and approximately 10 of those have been outside the polling station
aggressively influenced voters to vote for the party and also forcefully
accompanied the voters into the polling station at 09.02am.
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Sadath Maha Vidyalaya, Godapitiya, Akuressa (No. 10)
It was reported to CMEV that an unknown person influenced voters at the
entrance gate of the polling station at 07.52am.
Kembiliyapola Sri Gunarathana Junior School, Kembiliyapola south,
Hakmana (No. 17)
It was reported to CMEV that cards indicating names and numbers of
candidates Dallas Alhapperuma (preferential candidate 3) and Kanchana
Wijeysekara (preferential number 4) from the SLPP were scattered near the
polling station at 10.55am.
Kembiliyapola Sri Gunarathana Junior School, Kembiliyapola south,
Hakmana (No. 17))
It was reported to CMEV that – pieces of papers indicating Sarath Alwis’s
name (preferential number 2) contested from the SLPP, and political party
printed on those were scattered around the area at 10.55am.
G/Pahala Keembiya Siriniwasa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that cards indicating preferential number 5 of the
SLPP candidate Isuru Dodangoda (preferential number 5) printed on those
were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 6.49am.
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G/Pahala Keembiya Siriniwasa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with preferential number 8 of the
candidate Chandima Weekkody contested from the SLPP printed on those
were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 6.49am.
G/Pahala Keembiya Siriniwasa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of SLPP had pasted posters of
Baddegama Samitha Hamuduruwo contested from the SLPP at the
opposite side of the polling station at 6.50am.
G/Pahala Keembiya Siriniwasa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters had pasted posters of
Sampath Athukorala, SLPP candidate in the vicinity of the polling station
at 6.50 am.
G/Welideniya Junior School, Deiyandara (No. 31)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the name of SJB candidate
Manusha Nanayakkara (preferential number 10) printed on those were
scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 07.40am.
G/Waduramba Central College (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV at 7.42am that Manusha Nanayakkara from the
SJB had distributed cards that indicate the preferential number and of the
candidates.
Old G/Mabotuwana Thilaka Junior School (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that the supporters of candidate Tharaka
Nanayakkara (preferential number 6) from SJB had pasted posters
opposite the polling station – posters that indicated his name and the
preferential number at 08.27am.
Old G/Mabotuwana Thilaka Junior School (No. 25) It was reported to
CMEV that cards with the name and the preferential number of SLPP
candidate Isuru Dodangoda (preferential number 5) printed on those were
scattered in the vicinity of the polling stations at 08.27am.
Old G/Mabotuwana Thilaka Junior School (No.25) It was reported to
CMEV that cards with the name and the preferential number of the SJB
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candidate Manusha Nanayakkara (preferential number 10) printed on
those were scattered in the vicinity of the pooling station at 08.27am.
Sri Sumanarama Buddhist Center, Palendagoda
(No .35)
It was reported to CMEV that children (male) (approx. aged 10) distributed
cards indicating preferential number 01 of the candidate, Mohan De Silva
of the SLPP in close proximity to the polling station at 02.40pm.
G/Hiniduma St. Ann Junior School
(No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that pieces of papers indicating the candidates
name - Manusha Nanayakkara (preferential number 10) contested from
the SJB – had been scattered around 200m away from the polling station
near the Hinduma Catholic church at 09.12am.
G/Thawalama Vidyaraja National School, Thawalama
(No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV am that a double cab with stickers indicating
pictures and preferential number of Sampath Athukorala (preferential
number 20) contested from the SLPP was at the premises of the polling
station. The vehicle also had the National flag on it and was parked in close
proximity to the polling station at 9.32.
G/Neluwa National School
(No. 05)
It was reported to CMEV that a few supporters of NPP in a SUZUKI EVERY
vehicle arrived at the polling station and influenced voters to vote for the
party- not a particular person at 12.24pm.
Main Hall of G/Jayanthi Model School (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the name, photo and the
preferential number UNP candidate Nimal Chandana (preferential number
2) printed on those were scattered near the polling station at 10.11am.
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G/Ampegama Sri Nandasara Maha Vidyalaya (No.45)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with numbers of SLPP candidates Mohan Priyadarshana (preferential number 01), Gamini Munugoda
(preferential number 03) and Ramesh Pathirana (preferential number 11)
printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at
02.21pm.
Sri Gnanodaya Buddhist Centre, Nagasena Mawatha,
Wanniyankulama (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that on the sides of the roads the cards advertising
the election number and the picture of the candidate Shehan Samasingha
contested from SLPP were scatted in large numbers around the vicinity of
the polling station 7.30am.
Sri Gnanodaya Buddhist Centre, Nagasena Mawatha, Wanniyankulama
(No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that the cards advertising the election number and
the picture of the candidate Shahan Samasingha of SLPP were scattered on
the sides of the roads directing towards the pooling station at 7.30am.
A/Mahanetiyawa Vidyalaya (No. 07)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters of Uddika Premarathna,
candidate of SLPP had pasted poster on trees and electricity poles bearing
his candidate preferential number and a picture at the Nachaduwa
Mahanelumwava Road close to the polling station at around 9.30am.
A/Meeminnawala Dewamiththa Vidyalaya (No. 38)
It was reported that to CMEV that cards of the SLPP candidates S.M.
Chandarasena (preferential number 5) and S.C. Muthkumara (preferential
number 6) were scarred in close proximity to the polling station at around
5.30am.
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A/Paththewa Muslim Vidyalaya (No. 17)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of the SLPP threw cards
containing the party symbol near the polling station while traveling by a
white Jeep at 10.55 am.
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Palagala Eksath Death Donation Society Hall, Palagala
(No. 72)
It was reported to CMEV that a person identified as Suranga Rathnayaka
of the SJB has used a vehicle bearing number CAQ 0196 for campaigning
purposes in in close proximity to the polling station at 3.45pm.
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A/ Maithri Vidyalaya, Pothiyagama
(No. 75)
It was reported to CMEV that a large number of cards with the SLPP symbol
and the preferential number of S. C. Muthukumarana printed on those
were scarred either side of the road directing to the polling station 8.30am.
Kalaoya Sri Gangarama Viharaya Ikiriwewa
(No. 53)
It was reported to CMEV that several vehicles (01 Prado, 03 defender and
02 cars) driven on the road to Rajanganya and subsequently a large
amount of vehicles have joined the above stated vehicles and the
preferential number of the candidate, Duminda Disanayaka of SLPP was
displayed on a Toyota Hi Lux vehicle which jointed the vehicle parade at
12.30 pm.
A/Mahabellankadawala Vidyalaya (No. 69)
It was reported to CMEV that S.M. Chandrasana of the SLPP has arrived at
the polling station with 4 vehicles (1 BMW, 1 gray double cab, 1 defender
and 1 prado) and the name of said candidate was displayed on the double
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cap with his initials and later the police have removed the person and
vehicle from the area 10.30am.
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Thopawewa National School, Polonnaruwa (95)
It was reported to CMEV that a SLPP support identified as Kumara
distributed model ballot papers and influenced voters to vote for SLPP at
around 8.10am.
Al-Azhar Maha Vidyalaya, Gallella, Polonnaruwa (No. 120)
It was reported that candidate Hameed Mohammad of SJB had come into
the polling station and tried to speak with the polling booth agents and
stayed in front of the polling station and had spoken with voter stating his
election number and influenced the voters at 7.30am.
Al-Azhar Maha Vidyalaya, Gallella, Polonnaruwa (No. 120)
It was reported that cards with SLPP candidate’s name and number printed
on those were scarred in close proximity to the polling station at 7.15 am.
Magulpokuna Primary School, Magulpokuna, Welikanda
(No. 72)
It was reported to CMEV that vehicle bearing registration number NC JJ
7732 with stickers displayed of the NPP symbol and candidate number of
M.L. Wimalarathna was stopped near the polling station at 12.35 pm.
Pahala Ellewewa Primary School, Pahala Ellewewa, Ellewewa (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of the candidate Sarath Wijebadara
of the NPP were displayed on the sides of the road and light posts on the
road to the polling station at 12.02pm.

B/Boralanda Dharmapala Vidyalaya, Boralanda (No. 51)
It was reported to CMEV that a person identified as Wijesekera
Mudiyansalage Premarathne who was walking in Boralanda town andnear
the above-mentioned polling station with a T-shirt with the party symbol
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of SLPP and preferential numbers 5 and 8 printed on it was arrested by
Bogahakumbura Police.
Mahiyanganaya

105150

76

4

Mahiyanganaya Cultural Center , Mahiyanganaya (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that a SLPP party office was established today in
front of the polling station mentioned above at 7.48 am.
B/Mahagama Maha Vidyalaya , Mahagama (No. 73)
It was reported to CMEV that the posters of SLPP candidate Nimal Siripala
De Silva were displayed in the vicinity of the polling station at 09.33 am.

Badulla

59353

42

4

B/Udayaraja Maha Vidyalaya (Hall No. 1) , Puwakgodamulla (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills of SLPP candidates Dilan
Perera, Udhith Loku Bandara and Nimal Siripala De Silva were thrown on
the Galkanda road from Galpihilla Junction near the polling station at 07.20
am.
B/Udayaraja Maha Vidyalaya (Hall No. 1) , Puwakgodamulla (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that the preferential number of SLPP Candidate
Nimal Siripala De Silva (preferential number 10) and the slogan of “Victory
to SLPP” was marked in white paint across the road leading to the polling
station at 07.16 am.
B/Wewessa Estate No. 02 Tamil Vidyalaya , Wewessa Estate
(No. 09)
It was reported to CMEV that small hand bill in the form of model ballot
sheets with the name of SLPP Candidate Chamara Sampath Dasanayaka
printed on those were scattered in front of this polling station at 10.40am.

121

Passara

67196

62

7

Passara Dayanawatta (Not a Polling Station)
It was reported to CMEV that the supporters SJB Candidate Vadivel Suresh
alleged to have distributed alcohol to voters in this area at 08.12 am.
B/Maussagolla Maha Vidyalaya (Hall No. 1/2), Maussagolla (No 9 &
10)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP provided illegal transport services
(Vehicle Number 51/ 8212) to the voters to the above-mentioned polling
station at 10.20 am.

Haputhale

70066

59

3

B/Weerakoongama Vidyalaya,Weerakoongama (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP symbol and preferential
number of Candidate Thenuka Vidanagamage printed on those were
thrown in the vicinity of the polling station at 12.30 pm.
B/Vipulanandha Tamil Maha Vidyalaya, Bathgoda, Haldummulla (No.
40)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills of SLPP candidate Oshadhi
Buddhima Hewamadduma were thrown in front of this polling station at
3.25 pm.
Diyathalawa Bodhimalu Viharaya, Diyathalawa (No. 15) &
B/Weerakoongama Vidyalaya,Weerakoongama (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills of SLPP candidate Nimal
Siripala De Silva were thrown in front of these two polling stations at 3.00
pm.

Haliela

74785

58

2

B/Densil Kobbekaduwa Maha Vidyalaya, Haliela (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV that a large number of small handbills of SLPP
candidates Senthil Thondaman and Dilan Perera and UNP Candidate
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Murugan Satchithananthan were thrown in front of the polling station at
10.00 am.
Uwaparanagama

66278

51

5

B/Metiwalalanda Vidyalaya, Metiwalalanda (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that handbills of candidates of SLPP and SJB,
namely, Chamara Sampath Dasanayaka, Nimal Siripala De Silva and Indika
Kapila Kumara respectively were thrown in front of polling station at 08.00
am.
B/Royal College (Hall No. 2), Kumarapattiya (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills with SLPP symbol and
preferential number of Candidate Chamika Buddhadasa printed on those
were thrown in the vicinity of the polling station at 1.00 pm.
B/Unapana Vidyalaya, Lunuwatta (No. 18)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills with SLPP symbol and
preferential number of Candidate Senthil Thondaman printed on those
were thrown in the vicinity of the polling station at 1.00 pm.
Bogahakumbura Town (Not a Polling station)
It was reported to CMEV that Bogahakumbura Police arrested a group of
persons with a van while distributing hand receipts with the name and
preferential number and party symbol of SJB candidate Chaminda Wijesiri
at 10.50 am.
B/Udaperuwa Vidyalaya, Udaperuwa (No. 50)
It was reported to CMEV that the posters of SLPP candidates Chamara
Sampath Dasanayaka and Nimal Siripala De Silva were re-pasted today in
front of this polling station at 09.16 am.
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Monaragala
Bibile

372155
90406

383
102

Wellawaya

117465

123

111

8
1

7

Mo/Godigamuwa Muslim Maha Vidyalaya - Hall No. 01 (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that the vote of Rathnayake Mudiyansalage
Maddhuma Bandara holder of NIC No. 970873028 V was already casted by
someone else before he came to cast his vote to the polling station at 3.30
pm.
Mahinda Rajapakshe Conference Hall, Wellawaya (No. 83)
It was reported to CMEV that the small handbills of SLPP candidate
Shashindra Rajapaksa were scattered in front of this polling station at 7.50
am.
Mihindugama Community Hall - Mihindugama (No. 154)
It was reported to CMEV that the small handbills of SLPP candidate
Kumarasiri Rathnayake were thrown in front of this polling station at 7.50
am.
MO/Mahaaragama Junior School (No. 73)
It was reported to CMEV that near the above-mentioned polling station, a
road construction was carried out using an Excavator truck with the
sponsor of SLPP candidate Shashindra Rajapaksa and influenced the voters
at 11.00 am.
Mo/Dombagahawela Central Collage - Hall No. 01/02 (No. 44 &45)
It was reported to CMEV that small handbills of SLPP candidate Shashindra
Rajapaksa were thrown in front of this polling station and on
Dombagahawela Road and Town at 7.30 am.
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Mo/Angunakolapelessa Maha Vidyalaya (No. 111) &
Mo/Kalawelagala Junior School (No. 110)
It was reported to CMEV that a large number of calendar cards with SLPP
symbol and preferential number of candidate Vimal Galagamaarachchi
printed on those were scattered in the vicinity of the polling station at 9.55
am.
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Post-Election Observation [05/08/2020 – 15/08/2020]
Summary of some of the incidents reported to CMEV
This section of the report elaborates only the verified cases of the post-election violence related complaints
CMEV received.

➢ North Western Province
Conducting a Vehicle Parade at Hiriyala, Kurunegala - August 07
CMEV received a report of conducting a well-organized vehicle parade along Madagalla Malsiripura main
road after the declaring of the election results of the Parliamentary Election on the 7 th of August 2020 and
this incident had taken place at 8.31. CMEV monitors observed the said vehicle parade and reported that it
was a long parade with hundreds of vehicles. While the vehicle parade was moving towards Malsiripura,
organizers had stopped it at Madagalla junction and had light fire crackers for about 10 minutes and had
celebrated the election victory by shouting and saying slogans for which a minimum of more than hundreds
of supporters. According to the reports verified by CMEV, this vehicle parade was organized and conducted
by one of the organizers identified as Dharmakeerthi with the participation of U.K. Sumith (MP) who got
newly elected to the Parliament.

➢ Uva Province
Threat and Intimidation at Uva Paranagama, Badulla - August 06
It was reported to CMEV that Kanchana Ruwanmali Malwatta, a member of Uva Paranagama Pradeshiya
Sabha and the opposition leader had been threatened and intimidated number of times by an unidentified
person/persons in the immediate aftermath of the Parliamentary Election 2020. It was further reported that
many of those threatening telephone calls had been received by the alleged victim in this said incident on
6th August 2020. In one of such threatening calls received at 5.18 pm on the 6 th of August, she had been
warned and asked to give up engaging in politics. Among the telephone numbers through which Kanchana
Ruwanmali Malwatta alleged to have received such threatening calls on the 07 th of August 2020 include;
0775568918 / 0789727267 / 07825881335 and 0779995734.
Additionally, the reports received by CMEV further revealed that another Pradeshiya Sabha member, Pushpa
Gawarammana too had received such threatening calls via which she too had been warned and asked to
leave the politics. However, CMEV contacted the alleged perpetrators and they stated that they were in
involved in any such incident and did not threaten the said alleged victims. CMEV wish to note that for any
further clarification or information about this incident, the opposition leader Kanchana Ruwanmali Malwatta
can be reached through 0768632045.
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➢ Northern Province
Media publicity on an alleged discrepancy in counting of votes in Jaffna, Jaffna - August 06
CMEV received a report that there was a very tense situation for several hours starting from the night of 6 th
August 2020 at the Central College, Jaffna which was the main counting center in Jaffna.
According to the reports received by CMEV, the delay in informing the election results (Preferential Votes)
to the party supporters and representatives at Manipai Electoral Division and a discussion held by the former
Member of Parliament M.A. Sumanthiran with officials of the counting center at a place designated only for
the election officials were among the identified reasons for occurring such a tense situation and a serious
protesting from supporters of candidates.
Three sources of information have been presented and annexed hereto for any investigation conducted with
regard to the said incident.
1.

The Facebook post published by Praveena Raviraj, the daughter of Shashikala Raviraj, who was said
to be the alleged victim of this incident and that was the post led to the said tense situation.

2.

The statements of Mr. A. M. Sumanthiran who got elected to the Parliament and by which he clarified
the incidents.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=621870851791548

3.

The Newspaper article in relation to the CMEV’s opinion on the matter in discussion

We, as an election observation organization, always wish to stand by the Election Commission when it comes
to matters related to counting of votes. However, if at least a Press Release can be issued in preventing these
types of disinformation and contradictory situations getting socialized, it would be sufficient to convince the
ones who direct baseless allegations such as the one above.

➢ Central Province
An alleged discrepancy in counting of votes at Kundasale, Mahanuwara - August 06
It was reported to CMEV that Amith Weerasinghe who contested the Parliamentary Election 2020 by an
Independent Group No. 01 (Independent Group Leader) had made allegations against the Election
Commission. That was the fact that many votes casted for the symbol of ‘Water Tap’, which being the symbol
of his Independent Group (No 01), alleged to have been made as rejected votes. The argument and the
point he raised was the fact that out of the 57,091 rejected votes in Mahanuwara district, many votes casted
for his name were also inclusive in those rejected votes. His opinion was that someone has intentionally
marked against the symbol of SLPP on the ballot papers on which originally the votes casted were for his
name. He has taken further steps to report this incident to the Court too.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwEISJmVCJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o29_Is5zxaI&t=239s
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Attachment No. 01
Election Results
All Island Result
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Attachment No. 02

Nominations for Election
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Attachment No. 03
A Comparison of Voter Turnout in the Five Most Recent Elections by District
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2020
2015
2010
2004

Digamadulla

Trincomalee

Batticaloa

Vanni

Jaffna

Kegalle

Ratnapura

Monaragala
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Puttalam
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Gampaha
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Attachment No. 04

Profile of Voter Turnout in the Five Most Recent Elections
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Attachment No. 05
Percentage of Rejected Votes
Province

Western Province

District

Southern Province

North Central Province

Sabaragamuwa
Province
Uva Province

Eastern Province
Northern Province
Total

Total Polled
Percentage

Valid Votes

Valid Votes
Percentage

Rejected
Votes

Rejected Votes
Percentage

1,709,209

1,263,810

73.94%

1,182,776

93.59%

81,034

6.41%

Gampaha

1,785,964

1,303,983

73.01%

1,228,474

94.21%

75,509

5.79%

972,319

746,671

76.79%

700,256

93.78%

46,415

6.22%

1,348,787

1,017,657

75.45%

971,243

95.44%

46,414

4.56%

Puttalam

614,370

414,487

67.47%

385,221

92.94%

29,266

7.06%

Galle

867,709

645,803

74.43%

610,052

94.46%

35,751

5.54%

Matara

659,587

500,957

75.95%

478,379

95.49%

22,578

4.51%

Hambantota

493,192

392,988

79.68%

374,017

95.17%

18,971

4.83%

Anuradhapura

693,634

542,371

78.19%

506,902

93.46%

35,469

6.54%

Polonnaruwa

331,109

261,539

78.99%

245,519

93.87%

16,020

6.13%

1,129,100

869,669

77.02%

812,578

93.44%

57,091

6.56%

Matale

407,569

312,576

76.69%

288,073

92.16%

24,503

7.84%

Nuwara Eliya

577,717

465,025

80.49%

422,977

90.96%

42,048

9.04%

Kegalle

684,189

524,754

76.70%

500,207

95.32%

24,547

4.68%

Ratnapura

877,582

679,103

77.38%

648,614

95.51%

30,489

4.49%

Badulla

668,166

537,416

80.43%

498,795

92.81%

38,621

7.19%

Monaragala

372,155

301,197

80.93%

280,885

93.26%

20,312

6.74%

Digamadulla

513,979

402,344

78.28%

385,997

95.94%

16,347

4.06%

Trincomalee

288,868

227,117

78.62%

212,992

93.78%

14,125

6.22%

Batticaloa

409,808

314,850

76.83%

298,012

94.65%

16,838

5.35%

Vanni

287,024

224,856

78.34%

207,837

92.43%

17,019

7.57%

Jaffna

571,848

394,136

68.92%

359,130

91.12%

35,006

8.88%

16,263,885

12,343,309

75.89%

11,598,936

93.97%

744,373

6.03%

Kurunegala

Kandy
Central Province

Total Polled

Colombo
Kalutara
North Western Province

Reg.
Electors
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Attachment No. 06
Media coverage on CMEV Election Observation Process
The media space and the coverage received by the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) and its election observation process from traditional
media, social media and other websites, as well as new media platforms run by certain activists and newsmen, are unlimited. You can read some of the
selected articles and news by visiting www.cmev.org Please visit: https://cmev.org/2020/10/05/parliamentary-election-2020-media-coverage-on-cmevelection-observation-process/
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